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SECOND CONGRESS OF THEL FEDERATED STATES GF MICRONESTA

FOURTH REGULAR SES3ION, 1982 C.B. No. (;;:2/” égzﬁdgif;

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To provide for the National elections of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia; to repeal title 9 of the Code of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia relating to National elections; and for other purposes.

BY IT ENACTED BY THE CCNGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESTA:

1 CEAPTER 1

2 GENLRAL PROVISIONS
3 Section 1J01. Title 9 of the Code of the Federated States

4 of Yicronesia is repealed insofar as it may apply to National elec-
5 tions of the Federated States of Micronesia and there is hereby

6 adopted a National Election Code.

7 Section 102. Eligible voters. Every citizen of the Federated

g States of Micronesia is eligible to vote for Members of thg Congress
9 of the Federated States of Micronesia, if he has fulfilled the

10 following requirements:
11 (1) Be 18 years of age or older on the day of the election;
12 ‘ (2) Be a bona fide resident or domiciliary of the State

13 of Kosrae, fonape, Truk, or Yap and a registered voter therein for

14 at least 30 days immediately preceding the election;

15 (3) 1Is not currently under a judgment of mental incompetency
16 or insanity; and

17 (4) Is not currently under parole, probation, or sentence .
18 for any felony for which he has been convicted by any court of the

19 Federated States of Micromesia, the Trust Territory, or any court

20 within the jurisdiction of the United States.

21 Section 103. Election to be by secret ballot. All congressional

22 elections for “fembers of the Congress of the Federated States of
23 Micronesia shall be by secret ballot.

24 Section 104. CJeneral elections--when held. All general elections}

’

25 for Yembers.of the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia shall: ~°
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be held bieanially in each odd-numbered year on the first Tuesday

5

following the first Monday in March; PROVIDED  that in the event of a ‘ﬁ

; e

natural disaster or other act of God, the effect of which precludes fh

. . L

holding the election on the foregoing date, the President of the }4

¢

i

Federated Stzstes of Micronesia may proclaim a later election in the &I
affected State or congressional district or districts. j

Section 105. Vacancies--special election. 23R 5

et e ¥

(1) After the election of the President and Vice President, ™ -

vacancies shall be declared by the Speaker of Congress for the seats to

10

11

12

13

14

15

21

22

23

which the President and Vice President were originally elected as

Members-at-large of the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Upon notification by the Speaker, the National election commissioner
of the affected State shall schedule a special election to occur 50
days after receipt of notification. A candidate for the special
election must submit a petition for candidacy within 20 days after
the election commissioner schedules the special election. After all
candidates are registered, the election commissioner shall cause the
ballots to he procduced. Absentee ballots are to be available up to
five days before the election date.

(2) 4ny other vacancy in the Congress shall be filled for

the unexpired term by special election, except that an unexpired term

¥
i

of one year or less shall be filled by appointment by the chief
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executive of the State affected. The appointee shall possess, the . o -iff
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qualifications required by section 201 of this act and shall serve only j i
. . ‘;

for the unexpired term. i 4t
[+ il

{ ool

1

R s

]k

i el

{1l

PR 4

3 B 7§

H bgs

2 of 36

AP e G BN AR

Lo UL St

B




G.. B. No.

i

—T ¥ & 14

- b

i

#

4
3

1 Section 106. Appropriations. Within one year prior to a general, ‘3
S AT A" - 8
2 election, Congress shall appropriate a sum adequate to defray the ' - s
3 administrative and contingent expenses of conducting congressional %'
4 elections as provided by this act. 3
5 Section 107. Use of Government broadcast facilities. ke 32
6 (1) Government broadcast facilities may be made available Y A ¥
7 to candidates within any State, except on the day of election, pursuantfb" j:
8 to the discretion of the National election commissioner of the State 3 4
9 concerned after that commissioner has obtained approval from appropriate . ﬁhi
‘i L4

10 State authorities. The National election commissioner shall afford 5 é;g
11 each candidate equal opportunity in the use of Government bfoadcast-_ ‘ {E
o ’ b 1
12 facilities. If the National election commissioner cannot provide equal- @%?
] o ¥
13 opportunities to the candidates in the use of Government broadcast ; ;g;
: §3

14 facilities, then no candidate shall be allowed their use whatsoever. i A;ﬁ
15 FEach candidate shall advise the National election commissioner not . 1R
.

16 later than 24 hours prior to his intended use of Government broadcast i F&:
P9 ‘t‘"

17 facilities. Failure to notify the Wational election commissioner of > gg
' 4-.i.i"

Ldyed
18 the proposed use of the above described facilities within the prescribed réij
T

19 time limit may disqualify the candidate from the use of these Govetn- 4f??§
P _--:.T‘t_ ‘J. :i:‘ g‘

0 - . - N ,e_

20 ment facilities. . } . &3

. 3

21 (2) No Government vehicles or vessels may be made available %‘ 4
¢ A
22 to candidates. 2 i iy
3 Y&
23 Section 108. Affidavit to be sworn. The affidavits required’y i %g;

: :' [ .I :t_.-::: )

24  pursuant to this act shall be sworn to before any officer or person g? $§1
25 authorized by law to administer oaths. i -;ﬁ. - Q‘
} 51331
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1 Section 109. Violations. Any person who violates any of the §i
2 provisions of this act or any rules or regulations promulgated pursuant' ﬁ:-
3 thereto, for which a penalty is not otherwise provided, who votes i f .
4 or attempts to vote more than one time, or interferes with the }i
4
4
5 orderly process of theelections, shall be punished by a fine not .i
RIS
6 to exceed $500, or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. ' ﬁ
o .l ':;
7 CHAPTER 2 Lodga s Ay o
8 CANDIDATES 7 e ieg B &Y
I i
9 Section 201. COQualifications of Senators. To be eligible for’ i
10 election as a ‘ember of the Congress of the Federated States of
11 Micronesia, a person shall: y ;
f Wl F
12 (1) Have attained the age of 30 years on the day of thgil'
13 election;
14 (2) De a resident for at least five years of the State i
L b
15 from which he is elected; i
I !
- i
16 (3) Be a citizen of the Federated States of Micronesia for _ja
SRR R
. . 1 e 2
17 at least 15 years. For the purpose of this subsection, and as provided - ;%@
i ¢ st
18 by article III, section 1, of the Constitution of the Federated - HA ”%{
19 States of Micronesia, a citizen of the Federated States of Micronesia ; *V}b
b 'ﬁ
20 1is a person who has been a citizen of the Trust Territory of the LT
21 Pacific Islands immediately prior to the effective date of the
, _ L Bl
22 Constitution and a domiciliary of a State or district ratifying theﬁ
1
23 Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia; . i
24 (4) UNot be under a judgment of mental incompetency or ‘ghf
25 insanity; and l

‘
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1 (5) Not have been convicted of a felony by a State or ;5
2 National Court of the Federated States of Micronesia or its predecessor é%
3 Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. R 'J %g
4 Section 202. Membership and terms of office. The Congress of the 'EE
5 Tederated States of Micronesia shall be a unicameral National legis- ié?
6 lature consisting of 14 Members to be known as Senators as followg: g, -;«y
7 (1) Four Members-at-large, one each from the States ofi. « i i - %
B
8 Kosrae, Ponape, Truk, and Yap, who are elected on the basisof:S;ategé;;aﬁg?g
9 equality to serve for a four-year term; ,Ei
2
10 (2) Ten Members serving for a term of two years and elected :é%
11 on the basis of population as follows: ’ ‘ "i%g'
12 (a) 72ne Member elected from Xosrae as a single-membgr'flfwféh;
13 congressional district; é |
14 (b) One Member elected from Yap as a single-member: %;' f
15 congressional district; “ E Tﬁg:;
16 (¢) Three Members elected from Ponape, each of whom g -ﬁ:
SR
17 represents a single-member congressional district; and gf _%.
18 (d) Tive Members elected from Truk, each of whom :{:
19 represents a single-member congressional district.
20 (3) Single-member congressional districts shall be re= i
21 apportioned at least every 10 years. ‘ &
22 (4) Each Senator elected at-large shall hold officeffﬁ;sa.f;._‘i'
23 term of four years. FEach Senator elected on the basis of pgpulation  %' &%é;
24 shall hold office for a term of two years. The term of office o£;¢ﬁ‘:géﬂitéi
25 all **embers of the Congress of the TFederated States of Micronesiaqﬂ?gjiu¢h @,.

S T Y
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25

shall commence upon taking the oath of office following their election.

Section 203. Nomination by petition. Nomination of candidates

shall be made by petition initiated by a candidate; PROVIDED that said

nomination petition shall specify whether the candidate is seeking a
four-year or a two-year term of membership of the Congress. The name
of any candidate for election shall be printed on an official ballot’

to be used for choosing candidates only if, at least 30 days prior to

such election, a nomination paper shall have been filed in the office = .

of the National election commissioner of the State concerned and signed
by at least 25 qualified voters of the State or single-member con-
gressional district wherein he seeks election, as the case may be.

There shall be deposited with the nomination paper a filing fee of

$25, which shall be paid over to the General Fund of the Fedefated
States of Micronesia as a local revenue available for appropriation’

by the Congress. The National election commissioner of the State
concerned shall, upon receipt of the nomination paper, endorse thereon
the day, hour, and minute that such nomination paper is received.

Section 204. Congress as sole judge of its Members. The Congress

of the Federated States of Micronesia shall be the sole judge of the

elections, returns, and qualifications of its Members; PROVIDED HOWEVER,

that in case of a tie vote at the election, the winner shall be deter-

mined in a runoff election between the candidates so tied. Runoff
elections shall occur no later than 30 days after the results of the

general election have been announced.

Section 205. Convening, organization, elections of President and
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National election commissioner for each of the four States with thef

SR

i ¢
v

i
advice and consent of the Congress. Each National election commissioner

Aw
'

, :d

shall be a citizen of the State for which he is appointed to serve as
National election commissioner.

Section 302. Powers and duties of National election commissioner.

A National election commissioner shall have the overall supervision and
administration of the election within his State and shall perform such
duties as are prescribed by law, which include, but are not limited to,

the following: SR SRR A

(1) To appoint all members of the several boards of'electionT;F]-“

in his State as provided for in this act;

A The s

(2) To require such reports from the several boards as may

Y
EETEE e,

o ot

R aEal

be required by law or regulation or as he may deem necessary;
. Yl _‘.-' 3

(3) To review and examine voting irregularities or violations = £

TR T Yy

of any election laws in accordance with the provisions of chapter 6 of 2

<

T

this act;

HA

(4) To establish voting precincts within each election distrigtr;-gf

and designate appropriate polling places within each voting precinct, | u:g‘
g 4

upon recommendations of the members of the board of election of the E ‘cyg
particular election district; 2 gg
P .

12 oy

(5) To receive nomination petitions and list all candidates

:.‘-.x-_'-_.'. "

for election in alphabetical order on the ballots for each election_ i

..-,:r. N 2 .'.: .,A". . "i\.“%l £

district; | v
Pl CRNes e

ky

(6) To register or cause to be registered all the voters.

in his State and to maintain the Ceneral State Register as provided

SRR

T e T G

e

TR =

€
2 R D ey
e R T A

B
i b e

: :e;“‘-;l > .M A .
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1 in this act;

2 (7) To prepare from the General State Register a registered
3 voters 1list for each voting precinct prior to any election;. B ; ;2;
4 (8) To implement rules, regulations, and 1nstructions fo¥“ g“ ii;
5 absentee ballots for the conduct of the election; and 1. t i{
3 a0
6 (9) To determine and prescribe forms of ballots and the forms ?}
7 of all blanks, cards of instructions, vpollbooks, tally sheets, an@n -g%
8 all forms and blanks required by the provisions of this act,fo£ usé?';‘kuqﬁlji

}

4§
A g
R
. .Y K
¢ 1 b

9 by candidates, hoards, committees, and voters, and supply the same.to"f

g
P T e v T e S AT i e T e
e — -

R

2%

¢

10 the boards of election.

wobrer T iy

11 Section 303. O0Official register, maintenance, form, and public¢

12 inspection. The National election commissioner of each State shall :

13

SR R Rt - e s e o

e
0w

"

14 General State Register. The register shall consist of one or more’

.

el
ﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬂ&@éﬁ&?t
L Sas AT

o, M
fax
s S

15 volumes for each State with a general alphabetical index of the voters. _

g ¥
e

by
i

16 The General State Register shall be divided into as many parts as

17 there are election precincts in the election districts in the State’ -

Atiseh

{3

A

18 and shall have an index of precincts. The General State Register'ahallg
f i et

)

L4

19 be maintained by the National election commissioner and shall, at all i

20 times during business hours, be open to public inspection, and shall :
i gt
21 be ruled and printed in such form as the National election commlssioner _Mﬂ

3 E
L :'. X e
22 of each State may direct. The complete General State Regiﬁte;'shﬁll {2 =

‘?Eﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁhfp'

P A W B s 7 e
i = Mk kT n_‘-:gw_.ﬂ' o

w
o X
aied v

23 be published and made available for public inspection at least 60

*

-

24 days prior to any election.

25 Section 304. Striking names of disqualified voters. e

e n
Bl v e e b AU e
IS
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(1) The National election commissioner of each State shall (b
ascertain, not less than six months before each election, from the

Department of Public Health or any informing department, information

B

BT - e T
e s

.
of the death, adjudication of insanity or feeble-mindedness, loss of E
.;: ? 4
citizenship, or any other disqualification to vote of any person g;
Pef!,
he.,

-

registered to vote in his State or who he has reason to believe may

W -

$ai,

be registered to vote therein. He shall thereupon make such investi-

gation as he may deem necessary to prove or disprove such information,

Ak

giving the person concerned, if available, notice and an opportunitj
to be heard. TIf after such investigation he finds that such person

is dead, incompetent, has lost his citizenship, or is disqualified for
s

any reason to vote, he shall strike or direct that the name of such

e

person be stricken from the official registry.

(2) The National election commissioner of each State shall

make and keep an index of all information furnished to him under any. ;

e

't

requirements of law concerning any of the matters mentioned in this -

section and shall provide any person authorized to receive affidavits

on application for registration with any information the latter may need ' ;%&
b Rl
s e o ; 1y
to ascertain whether or not any applicant is in any manner disqualified . ‘;g
I ¢
to vote. 5 SR

(3) Any person whose name is stricken from the register of: -1

IR A7

St

voters under this act may appeal in the manner provided by chapter 9 é,
of this act. R AR
L
P i
CHAPTER 4 : P

BOARDS e T

PR

?}' kR

vy #
3 ﬂ*
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X
1 Section 40L. Creation, appointment, terms, and qualifications ry
2 of members. The MNational election commissioner of each State shall ;
3 appoint a board of election for each election district on or before 3
S
4 January 2 of each election year whose members shall serve until resig- "
5 nation or until their successors are appointed. The members shall be ::
5 citizens of the Federated States of Micronesia registered to vote :
. ot
L
7 under the provisions of this act and be of such numbers as are neces-. ﬁ
8 sary to have at least one board member present at each polling place.pﬁf::“
9 No board member shall participate in an election campaign during -his .
s
10 appointment. ¥
11 Section 402. Powers and duties. Each board of election member
12 shall have the following powers and duties:
13 (1) To perform all duties prescribed by law; R
14 (2) To supervise and manage each polling place; o
15 (3) To receive, preserve, and maintain ballot boxes, locks, i
16 maps, cards of instructions, and other supplies and equipment i ¥ X
17 necessary to conduct the election; g ‘:4:
18 (4) To give such instruction deemed necessary for the orderly -
8 e
19 conduct of the election; : X
20 (5) To provide for the issuance of all notices and pub=- P e g
th v . N‘F
: . S A.-%_.r
21 lications concerning the election; 'aggvix
M 'ﬁii
22 (6) To review and examine the sufficiency and validity'of “'° %
fie: A
) : e ﬁ’
: TACYE T P
23 nominating petitions and other documents where the National election “* 4
- g ; _., ;
24  commissioner designates the board to act in his stead; . P 1;H? Hgﬁi
l:‘ *I.ij‘."f-il
1E yagE
25 (7) To receive and transmit all ballot boxes, locked and 7 &ges
"Lt
. b
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24

25

sealed, to the National election commissioner;

(8) To receive, investigate, and decide complaints concern-
ing election irregularities and determine the residence qualifications
of voters, subject to review according to chapter 9 of this act;

(9) To recommend to‘the Mational election commissioner

designation of appropriate polling places within each voting precinct

" or election district, as may be deemed suitable and convenient to

the public;
(10) To perform such other duties as are prescribed by law
or rules issued by the election commissioner; and
(11) To register electors.
CHAPTER 5

REGISTRATION

Section 501. New registration of voters for election of Members
of the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia shall not be
required; PROVIDED that the following are complied with:

(1) That the General State Registers maintained heretofore
by the election commissioners of Kosrae, Ponape, Truk, and Yap shall
be used to determine registered voters for the purpose of election of’
Members-at-large therefrom; PROVIDED that those voters ffom qurae
and Yap, whose names appear on their respective registers, shall be
entitled to also elect a member of the Congress for a two-year term;

(2) That for the purpose of election of Members for two;?
year térms from Ponape and Truk, only those registered voters of a

municipality which has been apportioned as part of a single-member

12 of 36
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10

11

12

1.3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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23

24

25

congressional district shall be entitled to elect one Member there-
from;

(3) That new voter registration will be required every L

vk .

years commencing in 1989;

(4) That unregistered persons eligible to vote, including

those attaining legal voting age between decennial registrations shall .

be able to register between decennial registrations but shall not have:
S R
to register again until the following decennial registration; and =" * ' ¥

K f;'

(5) Registration conducted under subsections (3) and (45

of this section shall conform to sections 502 through 508 of this act. -

Section 502. Eligibility to register, place of registering and

I

voting. ) R

(1) Every person who has reached the age of 18 years, or;

4
we

1

who will have reached the age of 18 years on or before the date of the

next election, and who has resided in the Federated States of Micro=-

nesia for nine months and in the congressional election district of. " A ° ,%E
. 5 ay Yo ﬁ':‘,

registration three months preceding the date of registration, and A

0 aed

who, except for the requirement of registration, is otherwise entitled ..

l‘l‘

to vote may register to vote in the State in which he resides.
(2) The National election commissioner of each State shall

designéte such place or places within each election district_wherein‘l

registration of voters may be made.

Bty L
..

(3) No person shall register to vote or vote as an elector *

of any other precinct than that in which he resides; PROVIDED ' that

where there is a mistake in placing the name of the voter on the list “~.if-
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10.

11.

My full name is
I was born at

My age is

T live at

My occupation is

I am a citizen of the Federated States of Micronesia.

I was naturalized as a citizen of the Federated States of

at

in the year

I have resided in the Federated States of Micronesia not less than'

State on the

day of .

Micronesia

e

nine months, and in Congressional Election District No.

'

not less than three months immediately preceding this date on

which I now offer to register, to wit, the

date of

k]

"

I am not currently under parole, probation, or sentence for any .

felony for which I have been convicted by any court of the

Federated States of Micronesia or any court within the jurisdiction

of the United States.

I am not currently under a judgment of mental incompetence or

insanity.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
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and shall swear to the truth of the allegations in his application.’ ’
In any case where the person who administers the oath shall so desire Wk

or believe the same to be expedient, he may demand that the applicant +

1]
produce a witness or witnesses to further substantiate the allegations
2. 1

|
.
Lt

of his application.

Section 505. Submission of affidavit of qualifications to examiner.

Every affidavit on application for registration shall be submitted to i

the persons authorized to examine the qualifications of electors asaﬁﬁ”i

set forth in section 504 of this act. e 31

Section 506. Entry of a voter's name in the General State Register,

filing of affidavits.

(1) 1If the person authorized to receive an affidavit of

Cetile s

application for registration is satisfied that the applicant is -~

entitled to be registered as a voter, he shall number the affidavit - ::
. U
consecutively as approved by him and shall transmit the affidavit to -

the National election commissioner. The National election commissioner; : fzu
LD |

shall thereupon enter or cause to be entered in the General State ™ 4 4L
N ) 1

Register the following facts:
(a) The nﬁmber of the affidavit;
(b) The date of registration;
(¢) The name of the applicant in full;

(d) The occupation of the applicant;

b R
S e L

L T

(e) The age of the applicant;

(f) 1f naturalized, the date of such naturalization;

fe

LSRN S ey

LTV

(g) The residence of the applicant; and 5f;

Tt
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(h) Any other pertinent information which the National
election commissioner may deem necessary.

(2) The National election commissioner shall also forthwith

2
e

B
L3

enter or cause to be entered the name so registered in its proper place °

in the general alphabetical index, together with a reference to the

s -

-

page on which the registration appears. A voter having once been %2
registered shall not be required to register again for any succeeding %‘
election, except in case of change of name or residence as épecified éil
in section 507 of this act or intervening disqualification as spec%fied : éé;
in section 305 of this act; PROVIDED that in the event the voting : }?:
records are destroyed or lost, the National election commissioner é;
may require the reregistration of voters. ‘ : ' %f

(3) ‘The National election commissioner shall file the

accepted affidavits in consecutive numbers, and keep the same in some
convenient place so as to be open to public inspection and examination.

Section 507. Change of residence.

(1) Any voter who changes his resideqce from one votingA i%
precinct to another, or who changes his name after registration in 'gh
any General State Register, may register again in such General State ii
St
Register under the proper voting precinct or the prope; name, and the h-??
National election commissioner or his authorized representative shall 2:"$£
cancel the former registration by drawing one or more limes through '§§;
the name of such voter as previously registered and enter or cause\to i‘ é%;
LR S

be entered his own signature and the date of such cancellatiqn’wiqh <}i %}
N v

ink on the same line; PROVIDED that no such registration shall be ; ﬁf
: o
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‘allowed on account of any change of residence or name made within

90 days before an election. -

Section 508. Exception to requirement. No registration in person

PR
Nps!

am ,

shall be required of a student at any institution of learning, butAsuch
person shall make and subscribe to an affidavit substantially similar é
to the form set forth in section 504 of this act and as the National

election commissioner may prescribe, to establish fully such persqn's 08
right to vote. Any duly qualified elector may challenge the acceptance
of the voted ballot at the time of casting of the ballot under the"y iy 3
provisions provided by law. N

CHAPTER 6

PROCEDURE FOR BALLOTS

Section 601. Official ballots required, specimen ballots,

imitating.

(1) All elections held in accordance with the provisions

¥

e wsel |

of this act shall be held by official ballot only. An official ballot -

te

is a written or printed, or partly written and partly printed paper, -

1
L

designated as an official ballot and containing the names of persons i

' %

to be voted for and the office to be filled, and issued by the National J

election commissioner of each State. The National election commissioner.
b A
shall have printed two exact copies of each official ballot which Hsls

is to be used in the general election, for each voting place such.»
JPJJ, a ‘

copies to have printed thereon, in large bold letters, and with ink i

of a color plainly contrasting to the color of the paper used, the -

word "Specimen.'" Two copies of each such specimen ballot shall befi'

s

5
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forwarded to the members of the Board of election at the same time

with the official ballots, and the member or members of the board of
election shall post one of each such specimen ballot on either side

of the entrance of the voting place or other places plainly in sight for

the general public.

(2) Any person who knowingly, willfully, and unlawfully
prints, copies, imitates, or distributes, or causes to be printed, copied,
imitated, or distributed any official ballot or any document that is |
so substantially similar in style or content to the official ballot as
to cause the likelihood of confusion with the official ballot without
the authorization of the National election commissioner shall be guilty

of a National crime and punishable by a fine of not more than $500.

Section 602. Contents.

persons and the offices to be voted for, the State, the election

district in which the election is being held, and the term or terms

A ballot shall contain the names of the

of the respective officers being voted for.

Section 603. Printing and distributing.

{1) The ballots should be printed by order of the National

election commissioner at Government expense.

commissioner shall deliver an adequate amount of ballots to each election

precinct.

(2) At least 10 days before the election the National
election commissioner shall print a specimen ballot and shall forthwith
submit copies of the same to the members of the several boards of °

election and to the several candidates at their addresses as given on

19
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