SECOND CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

FOURTH. REGULAR SESSION, 1982

A RESOLUTION

Urging the High Commissioner and the Attorney General of the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands to immediately take all steps necessary
to create arbitration panels in each of the four States to hear claims
for additional compensation'for the past use of lands taken by the Trust
Territory GCovernment under indefinite land use agreements and to include
before these panels the claims of owners of indefinite land use parcels
previously excluded from all past use compensation procedures.
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WHEREAS, during the 1950's and 1960's the Trust Territory Govern-
ment took possession of many parcels of Micronesian land pursuant to
indefinite land use agreements;: and

WHEREAS, over the years the owners of the indefinite land use
parcels have become extremely dissatisfied with the terms and condi-
tions of these agreements; and

WHEREAS, under Public Law No. 7-68 th;'Congress of Micronesia
established the Study Group on Indefinite Land Use Agreemepts to
investigate the long standing problems arising out of the use and
occupation of these lands by the Trust Territory Government; and

WHEREAS, in a report dated December 28; 1977; the study group
found that the indefinite land use agreements had been obtained without
the full knowledge and consent of the landowners and did not adequately
compensate the landowners for the use of their property; and

WHEREAS, in the same report the study group recommended that the
Trust Territory Government provide additional compensation for the past
use of lands taken under indefinite land use. agreements and that where
the landowners disagree with the amount of compensation offéred,
they be allowed to submit their claims to an arbitration panel; and

WHEREAS, in October 1978, the Trust Territory Government hired
Don R. Cowell and Associates of Honolulu, Hawaii, to appraise the
value of the lands taken under indefinite land use agreements; and

WHEREAS, in March 1980, the United States Congress, relying upon
the report of the Study Group on Indefinite Land Use Agreements and

the Cowell Appraisal Report, appropriated $4.117 million for
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compensation for past use and future use of indefinite land uge
parcels; and

WHEREAS, the indefinite land use owners expressed their dissatis-
faction w%th the amount of money they were offered as compensation
for the past use of their lands; and

WHEREAS, the landowners received their share of the funds
appropriated as compensation for past use and at the same time signed
a conditional release of claims which guaranteed them the right to
present additional claims for past usé compensation; and

WHEREAS, these arbitration panels have never been created and no
hearings for past use compensation claims have been held; and

WHEREAS, under the report of the study group and by the terms
of the conditional release the Trust Territory is obligated to initiate
the creation of the arbitration panels: and

WHEREAS, due to administrative oversight certain indefinite land

‘use owners were left out of the Cowell Report and hence did not

receive any compensation for the past usé of their lénd; and

WHEREAS, equity and justice require that the'owﬁersrof'these
indefinite land use parcels are entitled to the same rights and
privileges as those landowners who were included in the past use
compensation procedures established by the study group; now; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Second Congress of the Federated States of
Micronesia, Fourth Regular Session, 1982, that the Congress strongly
urges the High Commissioner and Attorney General of the Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands to immediately take all steps necessary to
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create arbitration panels in each of the four States to hear claims
for additional compensation for the past use of lands taken by the
Trust Territory Government under indefinite land use agreements; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that owners of indefinite land use
parcels previously excluded from all past ﬁse compensation procedures
be allowed to present their claims before the arbitration panels; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution
be transmitted to High Commissioner of the Trust Territory Janet
McCoy, Attornevy Ceneral of the Trust Territory Kent Harvey, .
President of the Federated States of Micronesia Tosiwo Nakayama, and

Speaker of the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia. Bethwel

Henry.
. s/ ) 7 " /{ S0 . . )
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