SECOND CONGRESS OF THE FEDWRATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

A RESOLUTION

D55

C.R. No.

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 1981 W

5‘ )

Urging the Department of the Interior to review and reconsider the
issue of the Prior gervice Benefits Program which is a component of
the Trust Terrltory Social Security Prograi.

1 WHEREAS, the Lrust Terrzitory Social Security System was

2 established by a law enacted in 1967 by the Congress of Micro-
3 nesia and signed by the High Commissioner; and

4 WHEREAS, the Congress‘of Micronesia when enacting the law
5 which established the Trust Territory Social Security System

recognized the inequity which would result from a failure to

o

provide benefits for Micronesian employees of the United States

Navy, during the period when the Trust Territory was under Naval

O o o~

‘administration, as well as employees of the Trust Territory

10 Government who had served prior to the ¢ffective date of the law
11 establishing the Trust Territory Social Security System; and

12 WHEREAS, the law enacted by the Congress to establish the
13 Trust Territoxry Social Security System which included the Prior
14 Service Benefits Program was signed by the High Commissioner‘of
15 the Trust Territory, an appointee of the President of the United
16 States; and

17 WHEREAS, the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory signed
18 the law creating the Trust Territory Social Security System with
19 full knowledge that the obligation to fund the Prior Service

20 Benefits Program properly'rests with the United States Government,
21 an obligation which has been honored and met through the appro-
22 prlatlon of United States funds to provide benefits for those who
23 were employed by the U.S. Navy and the Trust Territory Government
24 in the early years of the United States administration of the Trust

25 Territory; and
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- WHEREAS, the obligation to provide prior servicé benefifs
is an ongoing responsibility of the United States Government
which cannot be extinguished by the termination of the Trustee-
shiplAgreément; and | |

WHEREAS, the Trust Tefritofy Social Security System has not
been structured in such way as to generate the funds needed for
the payment of pPrior service benefits out of the Trust Territory
Social Security Retirement Fund; and

WHEREAS, an Assistant Solicitor for Territories in the
United States Department of the Interior has expressed his opin-
ion that the United States is not obligated to fund the payment

of prior service benefits, basing his opinion in part on erroneous

premises regarding the nature of the Trust Territory Government

prior to and as of the date of enactment 6f the Trust Territory
Social Secuirty System law; and

WHEREAS, it currently appears that the opinion of the
Assistant Solicitor has become the position of the Depértment of
the Interior, regard1ess of the erroneous premises on which the
opinion rests; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Second Congress of the Federated States
of Micronesia, Second Regular Session, 1981, that the United
States Department of the Interior be hereby urged to review and
reconsider the issue of the Prior Sefvice Benefits Program, bear-
ing in mind the true nature of the governmental system which

existed in the Trust Territory prior to and as of 1967 and the
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role of the High Commissioner in that system és an official of
the United States Government appointed by the President of the
United States, with the advice and consent.of the Senate of the
U.S.;CongreSS; and also bearing in mind the fact that the United
States has funded prior service benefits for over 12 years without
disavowing its obligation'to continue to do so; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolu-
tion be transmitted to the Pfesident of the Federated States of
Micronesia, the President of the United States, the Secretary of
the Interior, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior for

Territorial and International Affairs, the Assistant Solicitor

for Territories, the Trust Territory Acting Deputy High Commissioner,

the Trust Territory Social Security Administrator, and the chairman
of the Health, Education and Social Affairs Committee of the

Second Congress of the Federated States of Mi
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