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The Honorable Wesley W. Simina
Speaker, Twenty-Second Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Special Session, 2022

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred
Presidential Communication No. 22-238, regarding the line-item
veto of Congressional Act No. 22-91, entitled:

"AN ACT TO AMEND PUBLIC LAW NO. 21-80, AS AMENDED
BY PUBLIC LAW NO. 22-86, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 3, 4,
5 AND 6 THEREOF,TO CHANGE THE USE AND ALLOTTE OF
FUNDS PREVIOUSLY APPROPRIATED THEREIN,FOR THE
PURPOSE OF FUNDING PRIORITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
AND OTHER PUBLIC PROJECTS AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS FOR
THE PEOPLE OF KOSRAE, POHNPEI AND CHUUK STATES, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.",

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this Act are expressed in its title.

Your Committee has reviewed Congressional Act No. 22-91, and the
accompanying veto message (P.C. No. 22-238) which states that
the President vetoed the line-item allocating funds to Chuuk
State upon the recommendation of the Department of Finance
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and Administration, because the following mention would deviate
from the provisions of the Financial Management Regulations:

“at-large contributions to State, Municipal and Community
Activities, Events and Programs PROVIDED THAT, the
Secretary of Finance and Administration and his staff shall
not impose any other or additional requirements not
explicitly set forth in requlations or policies duly
promulgated pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act
and other relevant laws in order to process a project
control document [..]”

Your Committee notes the President’s comments in P.C. No. 22-238.
However, your Committee did not find any legal impediments or
drafting errors in the Act. Your Committee has determined that
the vetoed appropriation does not violate the relevant rules of
the Financial Management Regulations which allow the Department
of Finance and Administration to request additional information
as necessary without imposing additional requirements.

Therefore, there is no legal justification for the veto.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee has carefully reviewed the line-item veto of
Congressional Act No. 22-101 and the veto message. Your
Committee finds the decision made by the Executive was based on
a recommendation from the Department of Finance and
Administration but that there is no legal impediment or defect
with the Act. Your Committee recommends overriding the line-
item veto of Congressional Act No. 22-91.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Isaac v. Figir, chafirman Victor V. Gouland, member

Ferny S. Perman, member

Robson U. Romolow, member Joseph J. Urusemal, member
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