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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. oZ2~//
RE: J&GO/C.R. NO. 23-58

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR.
RINEHART B. WILLIAM TO SERVE AS THE FSM
NATIONAL ELECTION COMMISSIONER FOR THE
STATE OF KOSRAE

SEPTEMBER /¢, 2023

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Regular Session, 2023

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Governmental Operations to which
was referred C.R. No. 23-58, entitled:

“TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. RINEHART B. WILLIAM

TO SERVE AS THE FSM NATIONAL ELECTION COMMISSIONER FOR
THE STATE OF KOSRAE.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in the
title.

Your Committee stresses our Nation’s need for dedicated public
servants on the National Election Commission. It is critical
that the National Election Commission having a fully functioning
commission, not commissioners in “acting” capacity. The right
to vote is a fundamental civil right and cornerstone of our
democracy, which must be protected and defended. Due diligence
and transparency in our National Election Commission is key.
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The National Election Commission serves a vital role in ensuring
the ability for all citizens to exercise their right to vote and
have their vote counted. Importantly, the duties and
obligations of an national election commissioner requires
commissioners to conduct managerial function as part of their
role in appointing an election board and counting and tabulation
committee for each polling place. National election
commissioners have to manage challenges related to effectuating
the national election laws and regulations even if disfavored or
politically unpopular.

The nominee, Mr. Rinehart B. William, exemplifies his dedication
to public service through his professional experience.
Immediately after the nominee earned his Associates of Science
degree in Nursing from the College of Micronesia in 1988 the
nominee began serving the people of Kosrae as a nurse at Kosrae
State Hospital. The nominee also served in multiple capacities
at the Kosrae Department of Health Services

First, the nominee was a nurse at Kosrae State Hospital from
1986 to 1991. Second, the nominee worked in the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Program under the Kosrae Department of Health
Services from 1995 to 2006, initially as a substance abuse
prevention specialist and then as the substance abuse and mental
health program coordinator. Third, the nominee served as the
quality assurance program coordinator at the Kosrae Department
of Health Services from 2006 to 2011. Fourth, the nominee also
served as a human resources manager of the Kosrae Department of
Health Services from 2011 to 2019. The nature of theses
positions’ duties demonstrates the nominee’s experience reflects
objective decision-making and management skills.

The nominee’s qualifications are illustrated by his policy
actions during his tenure as a state senator for the Kosrae
State Legislature. The nominee served as the Chairman of the
Committee on Health & Social Affairs, and active member of the
Committee on Ways & Means, and Committee on Resources &
Development.
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Further, your Committee defers to the President and the Kosrae
State Governor as to the decision to nominate Mr. William to the
National Election Commission. In a letter dated August 15,
2023, the Governor for the State of Kosrae recommended the
nominee, stating that the nominee is highly qualified for the
position. In Presidential Communication No. 23-108, dated August
24, 2023, the President also expressed support for the nominee.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations has
reviewed the qualifications of the nominee, C.R. No. 23-58, and
the accompanying Presidential Communication No. 23-108. Your
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations is in accord
with the intent and purpose of C.R. 23-58, and recommends its
adoption.

Respectfully submitted,
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2023 J&G@ C.R. NO. zsi

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Rinehart B. William to serve as
the FSM National Election Commissioner for the state of Kosrae.

1 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated States of

2 Micronesia has nominated Mr. Rinehart B. William to serve as the
3 FSM National Election Commissioner for the Kosrae State; and

4 WHEREAS, such nomination is subject to the advice and

5 consent of Congress pursuant to section 2 of title 207 of the
6 Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), as

7 amended; and

8 WHEREAS, Mr. Rinehart B. William possesses the requisite
9 qualifications to serve as the FSM National Election

10 Commissioner for Kosrae State; now, therefore,

11 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

12 Federated States of Micronesia, Second Regular Session, 2023,
13 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Rinehart B.
14 wWilliam to serve as the FSM National Election Commissioner for
15 Kosrae State; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Governor of the state of Kosrae and

Mr. Rinehart B. William.

Date:éilollzz Introduced by: /h/
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