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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Regular Session, 2023

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Governmental Operations to which
was referred C.R. No. 23-59, entitled:

“TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. ETOP Y. MALON TO
SERVE AS THE FSM NATIONAL ELECTION COMMISSIONER FOR
THE STATE OF CHUUK.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in the
title.

Your Committee stresses the importance of the National Election
Commission’s role in ensuring our country’s national elections
are conducted fairly, and with transparency and integrity. The
National Election Commission must have a fully functioning
commission, not commissioners in “acting” capacity, to fulfill
to act to implement their legal duties under national law.

The National Election Commission serves a vital role in ensuring

the ability for all citizens to exercise their right to vote and
have their vote counted. Importantly, the duties and
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obligations of an national election commissioner requires
commissioners to conduct managerial function as part of their
role in appointing an election board and counting and tabulation
committee for each polling place. National election
commissioners have to manage challenges related to effectuating
the national election laws and regulations even if disfavored or
politically unpopular.

The nominee, Mr. Etop Y. Malon, has a wealth of experience in
elections and serving in various advisory board level
capacities. Foremost, the nominee currently serves as the Vice
Chairman for the Board of Elections in Chuuk State and has held
that position since 2019. As Vice Chairman for the Board of
Elections, he served in an advisory capacity to the Chuuk State
Board of Elections for the last two Chuuk State elections,
advising on matters including but not limited to state election
policies and election operations management. During the
nominee’s tenure on Board of Directors for the Chuuk State
Election Office, the nominee also served as Vice Chairman of the
Board of Directors for Chuuk State Insurance from 2007 to 2022.
In addition, the nominee was on the Board of Directors for the
Chuuk States Visitor'’s Bureau from 2003 to 2006 and Board of
Directors for Chuuk State Housing Authority from 1990 to 1995.

The nominee also possesses state government experience, which
provides insight into the logistics of how policies are
translated into on the ground implementation. Between 2007 and
2021, the nominee worked in the Chuuk State Governors Office as
a special advisor to the Governor. The nominee’s portfolio
focused on disaster coordination efforts and municipal matters.
From 1997 to 2002, the nominee worked as the Project Coordinator
for the Northern Namoneas Development Authority. Moreover, the
nominee was a police officer for two years.

Further, your Committee defers to the President and the Chuuk
State Governor as to the decision to nominate Mr. Malon to the
National Election Commission. The Governor for the State of

Chuuk recommended the nominee. 1In Presidential Communication
No. 23-50, dated July 10, 2023 and Presidential Communication
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No. 23-107 dated August 24, 2023, the President also expressed
support for the nominee.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations has
reviewed the qualifications of the nominee, C.R. No. 23-59, and
the accompanying Presidential Communication No. 23-107. Your
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations is in accord
with the intent and purpose of C.R. 23-59, and recommends its
adoption in the form attached hereto as C.R. 23-59 C.D.1.

Respectfully submitted,

%mﬁ/wéh /

Tiwiter Aritos, chairman Esmond B//Moses, member

Robson U. Romolow, member Florencio S. Harper, member

Issac V. Figir, member Paliknoa K. Welly, Tember



TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2023 C.R. NO. 23-59, C.D.1

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Etop Y. Malon to serve as the
National Election Commissioner for the state of Chuuk.

1 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated States of Micronesia
2 has nominated Mr. Etop Y. Malon to serve as the National Election
3 Commissioner for the state of Chuuk; and

4 WHEREAS, the resolution approving the nomination has not been
5 adopted; and

6 WHEREAS, Congressional Resolution No. 22-33 authorizes the

7 President to resubmit the nomination of Mr. Etop Y. Malon to serve
8 as the National Election Commissioner the state of Chuuk; and

9 WHEREAS, the nomination is subject to the advice and consent

10 of Congress pursuant to section 204 of title 2 of the Code of the

11 Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), as amended; and

12 WHEREAS, Mr Etop Y. Malon previously served as Vice Chairman

13 of the Board of Directors for Chuuk State Insurance; and

14 WHEREAS, Mr. Etop Malon possess the requisite qualifications

15 to serve as the FSM National Election Commissioner for Chuuk

16 State; now, therefore,

17 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated
18 States of Micronesia, Second Regular Session, 2023, that Congress
19 hereby the nomination of Mr. Etop Y. Malon to serve as the

20 National Election Commissioner for the state of Chuuk; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this

resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States

of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation and Mr.

Etop Y. Malon.

Date:

Introduced by: /s/
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Quincy Lawrence
(by request)



