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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ng@#l
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RE: C.R. NO. 23-43/EDUCATION

SUBJECT: APPROVING AND ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT
OF $1,321,443 FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION FOR THE FEDERAL FUNDING YEAR 2023.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2023

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twent-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Regular Session, 2023

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred C.R. No.
22-43, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE
AMOUNT

OF $1,321,443 FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS, TO
FUND THE FSM SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM, INCLUDING ALL
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ASSISTANCE.",

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in
its title.

Your Committee has received several documents for the
Department of Education in May 2023, including an update
from the Assistant Secretary in charge of the Division on
Special Services. Your Committee continues to hold the
Division on Special Services in high esteem and it is
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satisfied that a public hearing on this matter is not
necessary at this time.

The Division of Special Education has always been an
important part of our Nation’s educational system. The
program is well known to the Committee, and the Assistant
Secretary has been long serving as head of this program. 1In
the current academic year 2022/2023 the Division has
provided services to approximately 1,500 of our young people
from newborn to 21 who have disabilities. Currently the
number of personnel, including all teachers and
administrators at the state level, is 250. Over the last
several years the number of students and teachers has
declined slightly.

Currently almost 80% of the proposed funding is to be used
for personnel. The Committee remains concerned that
training, textbooks, specialized equipment and other
necessary supplies for this program are being compromised by
the high percentage of funding utilized for personnel. The
Department of Education has responded that it was the up to
the states to do their budgeting. The formula for
distribution of the grant is based on three factors: 1)
population of the state, 2) number of children per state
served, and 3) performance.

Notwithstanding the concerns mentioned above, your Committee
on Education is in accord with the intent and purpose of
C.R. No. 23-43, and recommends its adoption in the form
attached hereto.
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Respectfully submitted,

Florencio S. Harper, vice chairman
Esmon%fhf’MGEEE, member Perpetua S.(fi#méﬂ, menber
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Robson U. RomoloWw, member Quincy Lawrence, member




TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2023 C.R. NO. _2_3-_53_

EDUC.

A RESOLUTION

To approve and accept a grant in the amount of $1,321,443 from the
United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education
Programs, to fund the FSM Special Education Program, including all
the terms and conditions of the assistance.

1 WHEREAS, the United States Department of Education, Office
of Special Education Programs, issued a Grant Award on July 01,
2023, to the Government of the Federated States of Micronesia
providing funding in the amount of $1,321,443 for the purpose of

providing support to children with disabilities in the FSM; and
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WHEREAS, this grant is considered a foreign financial
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assistance that requires for its validity the approval by

8 Congress through resolution; now, therefore,

9 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

10 Federated States of Micronesia, Second Regular Session, 2023
11 that Congress hereby approve and accepts the $1,321,443 grant
12 from United States Department of Education, Office of Special
13 Education Programs to fund the FSM Special Education Program,
14 including all the terms and conditions thereof; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of Justice

and the Secretary of the Department Education
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