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STANDING COMMITTTEE REPORT NO. 2%-4
RE: C.R. NO. 23-57/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. KAPILLY
CAPELLE TO SERVE AS BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

AUTHORITY (NORMA) REPRESENTING POHNPEI
STATE

SEPTEMBER 1%, 2023

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Regular Session 2023

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C.R. No. 23-57, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR.
KAPILLY CAPELLE TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
(NORMA) BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE
OF POHNPEI.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in
its title.

A public hearing was held on Wednesday, September 27, 2023
where your Committee met with the nominee. Chairman Peter
M. Christian chaired the hearing, in which he greeted the

nominee along with the witnesses.
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The Committee had asked the nominee whether he was
approached to serve on the Board of Directors of NORMA. The
nominee indicated that, yes, the Governor of Pohnpei State
approached him and asked if he is interested to serve on the
Board of Directors of NORMA representing Pohnpei State.

The Committee inquired whether he is capable to serve on the
Board of Directors of NORMA. The nominee explained that the
work of the Authority is very important. He believes he can
help the Authority as a board member. He justified that he
was on other boards, and given his past experience serving
on these boards, he can assist the Authority. He is willing
to join and at the same time learn of the Board’s
responsibilities.

Your Committee inquired of the nominee what would be, in his
opinion, some of the ways that he can contribute immensely
to the board considering that one of the duties and
responsibilities of a board member involve negotiation with
distant water fishing nations on the fishing licenses. The
nominee stated that he is a fisherman, a good one, and he
cannot tell the committee on the current function of the
Board, but as a board member, the responsibility of the
board members are codified. Hence, the fact that the
Authority’s work bring in more revenues to this nation, and
also regulating a resource that is economical to the nation,
he was very interested when he was approached.

The Committee asked if he is confirmed, whether he could
comfortably negotiate and advance FSM interest in any
fishing negotiations. The nominee commented that, the short
answer is yes, he is comfortable in working in programs that
serve the need of the state for the good of the people.
Furthermore, he expressed that the review of the benefit
this country is getting from the fishing fees, and the
oversight of the conservation of the resources should be
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balanced to achieve a sustainable fisheries resources for
the nation.

For him, he is excited of the prospect of being consider as
a board member, and also worried of not doing a good job,
but he will do all his best to pursue the interest of this
nation.

Your Committee asked what is the nominee’s view on the
function of the Board. The nominee stated that the function
of the Board is an advisory one. He is not sure of the work
of the Authority, but the Authority should try its best to
maximize the benefits this nation received from the tuna
that is being sold as a commodity. On this note, the Board
needs to work with Congress to maximize the benefit by
having fishing companies to pay the maximum price. He
commented that the Authority should involve COM-FSM
Institute, especially the Marine Biology class, to take part
in the program on the scientific aspect of NORMA, especially
in the pelagic fisheries.

Your Committee inquired of the nominee on the aspect of
overfishing of fishing vessels near our pelagic waters. The
nominee stated that the exploitation and the conservation of
the resources should be balanced so, the local can still go
out and fish for their local food supply.

Absent any contrary indication, your Committee believes that
the nominee should be confirmed, and so recommends Mr.
Kapilly Capelle be confirmed as a member of the Board of
Directors for NORMA.

Your Committee on Resources and Development is in accord
with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-57, and
recommends its adoption in the form attached hereto.
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Respectfully submitted,

/Peter M. Christian, chairman , vice chairman
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Isaac V. Figir, membetr , member

Esmond B. Moses, member Victor V. Gouland, member

Merlynn Abello-Alfonso, member
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C.R. NO. 23-57

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Kapilly Capelle to serve as a
member of the National Oceanic Resource Management Authority
(NORMA) Board of Directors, representing the state of Pohnpei.
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WHEREAS, in accordance with section 201(1) of title 24 of
the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), the
Board of Directors of the National Oceanic Resource Management
Authority is composed of five members; and

WHEREAS, section 201(l)(a) of title 24 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesiz (Annotated), empowers the
President of the Federated S:tates of Micronesia to appoint one
member from each FSM state to the Board of Directors of the
National Oceanic Resource Management Authroty with the advice
and consent of Congress; and

WHEREAS, the President has nominated Mr. Kapilly Capelle
to represent Pohnpei State on the National Oceanic Resource
Management Authority Board of Directors, and the nomination is
subject to the advice and consent of Congress as aforesaid;
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Capelle is qualified to serve on the
National Oceanic Resource Management Authority Board of

Directors based on his educational attainment and professional

experience; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the
Federated States of Micronesia, Second Regular Session, 2023,
that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Kapilly
Capelle to serve on the National Oceanic Resource Management
Authority Board Directors, representing Pohnpei State; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation

and Mr. Kapilly Capelle.

Date: 6?(0(!:E5 Introduced by:

(by request)




