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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. AI-S9
RE: C.R. NO. 23-145/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. WILSON F. WAGUK
TO SERVE AS BOARD MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL OCEANIC
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY (NORMA),
REPRESENTING THE STATE OF KOSRAE.

APRIL /{), 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C.R. No. 23-145 entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. WILSON F.
WAGUK TO SERVE AS BOARD MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL OCEANIC
RESOURCE MANAGEMEN AUTHORITY (NORMA), REPRESENTING THE
STATE OF KOSRAE.",

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee reviewed the qualifications of this nominee
extensively at the time of his initial confirmation. The
nominee was the former Deputy Chief of Mission of our Embassy in
Suva, Fiji, a position he held since 1994. The nominee has
served in several capacities in the National Government,
including Immigration and Labor Inspection Officer and National
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Revenue Officer. He also served in the private sector as the
Office Manager of the Bank of Hawaii for the Kosrae Branch.

Your Committee conducted a public hearing on the nomination of
Mr. Wilson F. Waguk on April 8, 2024. Chairman Fabian Nimea
greeted and welcome the nominee, and the witnesses. The
Chairman has indicated that the composition of the members of
the NORMA Board is currently lacking, with no representatives on
the Board from Kosrae, Chuuk and Pohnpei states.

During the hearing, your Committee asked the nominee how he
would you balance the economic resources of the nation
considering our economic interest on the tuna stock, and the
sustainability of our tuna stock. The nominee is fully aware of
the importance of our tuna stock. He commented that if there is
a tuna conservation plan, he is willing to study that plan in
order to find how best to maintain a balance in the harvesting
of our tuna stock. Your Committee also understand the
background of the nominee in the financial area, and had asked
the nominee how he can best use his financial expertise in his
duties and responsibilities as a member of the Board, if he is
confirmed. The nominee explained that he was exposed to
regional and international meetings during his tenure as the DCM
in Fiji, and he had accumulated vast knowledge and insight in
those regional and international meetings give him a better
understanding in the fisheries sector. Furthermore, your
Committee inquired of the nominee how can he assist in
disseminate information about NORMA to the public at large. The
nominee stated that the fisheries sector is a huge area, and if
he is confirmed, he will do his best to share whatever
information he can share to the public, unless such information
should be kept confidential.

Your Committee also inquired of the nominee if he had
experienced or has any information regarding the work of the
Authority. The nominee indicated that he has no previous
knowledge on the work of NORMA; nevertheless, if the opportunity
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is offered to him, he will try his best to educate himself on
the work of NORMA. Your ommittee also inquired of the nominee
if he is confirmed, whether he can work with the general public
in the education of the responsibility of NORMA. The nominee
commented that he is more than willing to share with everyone
whatever they want to know on the work of NORMA. Your Committee
also inquired with the nominee if he is aware of the concepts of
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) and Climate Change,
and their relationship with NORMA. The nominee stated that the
concept of Climate Change issues relating to Climate Change came
across his desk when he was the DCM in the Embassy in Suva,
Fiji. He had commented that there was a time that he
understands that the island of Tuvalu was told it will be
submerged soon because of Climate Change. Your Committee also
commented that the FSM fishing grounds could be affected by
Climate Change, and therefore that is the reason why the
Committee raised the concept of Climate Change as it relates to
the migration of our tuna stock. 1In fact, the cross-cutting
issues of Climate Change and the migration of the tuna stock
should be tackled, and that is why the Committee wanted to
discuss the issue on Climate Change with the nominee. Your
Committee inquired of the nominee on the major challenge facing
the Authority. The nominee has no concrete answer to what is
the major challenge facing the Authority, however, if he is
confirmed, he can commit most of his time learning any of the
challenges facing the Authority.

Your Committee also asked the nominee on how to capitalize on
our fisheries sector, like the improvement on the onshore
fisheries and the coastal fisheries. The nominee stated that we
need to support any coastal or onshore fisheries projects that
will create employment opportunities for our citizens. 1In
addition, we need to maximize the processing of the tuna species
onshore, so we can realize more revenues at the same time
maximize the use of our tuna stock. '
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Your Committee asked the management whether the access
agreements that were secured in the past are valid or not
considering that there were only two Board members. The
management commented that the Authority worked with the
President in ensuring that the FSM Government still realize
millions of dollars from the access agreements; thus, those
secured access agreements are considered valid. Importantly,
your Committee recommends that the Executive Director should be
selected or appointed now so the Authority can fully functional.

Your Committee also defers to the representatives from the
President, the Authority, and the Department of Justice as to
the current nomination of Wilson F. Waguk. Generally, the
representatives echoed their strong support for the nominee.
Absent any contrary indication, your Committee believes that the
nominee should be confirmed, and so recommends that Mr. Wilson
F. Waguk be confirmed as the a board member of NORMA,
representing the State of Kosrae.

Your Committee on Resources and Development is in accord with
the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-145, and recommends its
adoption in the form attached hereto.
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Respectfully submitted,

AN,
/R*ﬂ-an Nimea, chairman Merlynn Abello-Alfdhso, Member
<:;;;;;‘;i‘F1glr, me er Victor V. Gouland, member

Esmond B. Md@dses, member



TWENTY?THIRD'CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

SECOND SPECIAL SESSION, 2024

c.r. Nvo. 23-145

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Wilson F. Waguk to serve as a board
member of the Board of Directors of the National Oceanic Resource
Management Authority (NORMA), representing the State of Kosrae.
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WHEREAS, in accordance with section 201(1) of title 24 of the
Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), the Board
cf Directors of the National Oceanic Resource Management Authority
is composed of five members; and

.WHEREAS, section 201(1l)(a) of title 24 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), empowers the President
of the Federated States of Micronesia to appoint one member from
each FSM State with the advice and consent of Congress; and

WHEREAS, the President has nominated Mr. Wilson F. Waguk to
represent the State of Kosrae on the NORMA Board of Directors, and
the nomination is subject to the advice and consent of Congress as
éforesaid; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Waguk is qualified to serve as a NORMA board
rember based on his educational attainment and professional
experience; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated
States of Micronesia, Second Special Session, 2024, Congress
hereby confirms that the nomination of Mr. Wilson F. Waguk to

serve as NORMA board member, representing the State of Kosrae; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States

of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation and Mr.

Wilson F. Waguk.
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