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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. Q@'CW?
RE: C.R. NO. 23-98/J&GO

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. CHANG
B. WILLIAM TO SERVE AS AN ASSOCIATE
JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

aprIL ||, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Second Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Governmental Operations to which
was referred C.R. No. 23-98, entitled:

“A REOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR.
CHANG B. WILLIAM TO SERVE AS AN ASSOCIATE JUSTICE

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIA.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in the
title.

Your Committee reviewed the Presidential Communication that was
transmitted with C.R. No. 23-98 (P.C. No. 23-160), which
detailed the nominee’s professional and educational background
in his curriculum vitae. The nominee, Mr. Chang B. William, is
currently a staff attorney at Kosrae State Court. Prior to his
current position, Mr. William served as Chief Justice of the
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Kosrae State Court from 2016 to 2022, Associate Justice of the
Kosrae State Court from 2015 to 2016, Justice Pro Tempore for
the Kosrae Land Court, and senator for the Kosrae State
Legislature from 2005 to 2015. Mr. William has also served as a
temporary justice on the FSM Supreme Court for a number of
cases.

On April 5, 2024, your Committee held a hearing on C.R. No.
23-980

Summary of April 5, 2024 Committee Hearing:

Vice Chairman Johnson Asher opened the hearing with a welcome to
the nominee, Mr. Chang B. William, and congressional members
present. Vice Chair opened the floor to the nominee to give a
brief opening statement.

Mr. William began his opening statement expressing his
appreciation and respect to congressional members. Mr. William
stated that he was humbled and honored to be nominated to serve
our people and country as an Associate Justice for the FSM
Supreme Court. Mr. William detailed President Simina’s
discussion with him on the request for him to serve on the FSM
Supreme Court. Mr. William explained the President spoke with
him in person during the President’s State Visit to Kosrae.
According to Mr. William, during his conversation with the
President, the President expressed the need to add judges to the
Judiciary branch and asked Mr. William if he was interested in
an associate justice position.

Mr. William informed the Committee that he initially had
reservations about the associate justice position but after
consulting with his family, he decided to give it a try. Mr.
William stated that he believes that his experience as a state
judge will help him. Mr. William concluded his opening
statement noting he is ready to answer any questions of the
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Committee or submit answers to any questions he is unable to
answer in writing.

Vice Chairman Asher acknowledged the Committee received Mr.
William’s curriculum vitae with his nomination. Vice Chairman
noted that he has knowledge of Mr. William’s education and
experience, including his tenure with the Kosrae State Court.
Vice Chairman opened the floor for congressional members to ask
questions to the nominee.

Vice Speaker Romolow expressed appreciation for Mr. William
being available to the Committee to discuss his nomination.

Vice Speaker noted that Mr. Williams opening statement was
informative, answering some of the questions he had concerning
the nomination. Vice Speaker thanked Mr. Williams for his
willingness to serve in the associate justice position,
recognizing that some potential nominees that are approached may
not want to uproot their family to come to Pohnpei for the
position. Vice Speaker stated that he is aware of Mr. William’s
long history of legal work in both the legislature and
judiciary, and has no doubt that he is qualified to serve.

Vice Chairman Asher inquired into Mr. William’s current position
as an attorney at the Kosrae State Court. Vice Chairman
reflected on the Kosrae State Court heavy reliance and need for
Mr. William’s legal services because there is a scarcity of
lawyers in Kosrae. Vice Chairman stated he hopes the state
court can find a replacement for Mr. William if he were to be
confirmed. Lastly, Vice Chairman asked that as both a lawyer
and pastor at his church, what would be his approach as an
associate justice on the FSM Supreme Court and how will he
handle cases.

Mr. William testified that Kosrae State Court Chief Justice
Salik is aware of his nomination and will be looking to fill his
current position if he is confirmed. 1In regards to his work and
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position as a pastor, Mr. William responded that this was an
issue raised with Kosrae State Court in his prior role as Chief
Justice of the state court, namely with his ability to balance
the obligations of being a pastor, lawyer and judge. Mr.
William explained that he thinks the roles are similar and
acknowledged that it is a balancing act to ensure that being
fair, impartial and independent regardless of what of people and
issues are before the court. Mr. William stated that he will
have to make decisions based on the law.

Vice Chairman Asher asked the nominee if relocation would impede
social and other obligations, and would he have to move his
family.

Mr. William answered that he knows that a lot of travel is
required of an Associate Justice for the FSM Supreme Court. Mr.
William stated that he believes he can cope with the travel
requirements and he has already discussed this matter with his
family.

Vice Speaker Romolow inquired into the ability for the nominee
to serve in the associate justice position for life on the FSM
Supreme Court. Vice Speaker discussed the importance that
appointments to the FSM Supreme Court are lifetime appointments,
but there have been issues he past few years. Vice Speaker
explained that since he became a member of Congress, he has
observed that several justices have not been able to fulfill
their lifetime appointment. Vice Speaker stated that he hopes
to see more justices serving longer periods on the FSM Supreme
Court.

Mr. William testified that he has thoroughly considered the
lifetime appointment and this obligation placed on the associate
justice position. Mr. William stated that he knows that this
was a lifetime decision when he accepted the nomination and
hopes that if confirmed he can fulfill the lifetime appointment.
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Lastly, Mr. William thanked the congressional members for their
hard work and service in Congress, extending his respect to the
entire Congress.

Vice Chairman Asher concluded the hearing by thanking Mr.
William for his attendance and informing the nominee that the
Committee will follow-up with any additional questions.
Subsequently, Vice Chairman adjourned the hearing.

Based on Mr. William’s professional background and legal work,
absent any contrary indication to his qualifications, your
Committee recommends that C.R. No. 23-98 be adopted.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Judiciary & Governmental Operations has
reviewed C.R No. 23-98, and is in accord with the intent and
purpose of C.R. No. 23-98. The Committee recommends that C.R.
No. 23-98 be placed on the resolution calendar for adoption.
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Respectfully submitted,

bl

Tiwiter Aritos, chairman Johnson Asher, vice-chairman

Isaac V. Figir, member Esmond<B-—Moses, member

Robson U. Romolow, member " Julfo M. Marar,/y%hber

/ébian S. Nimea, member
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A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Chang B. William to serve as an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Federated States of

Micronesia.
1 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated of Micronesia has
2 nominated Mr. Chang B. William to serve as an Associate Justice of
3 the Supreme Court of the Federated States of Micronesia; and
4 WHEREAS, Mr. Chang B. William is qualified to serve in this
5 capacity based on his educational background and years of
6 experience in public service in Kosrae State, including his
7 service as the Chief Justice at the Kosrae State Court, Staff
8 Attorney at the Kosrae State Court, Associate Justice at the
9 Kosrae State Court, Justice Pro Tempore at the Kosrae Land Court,
10 and Legislative Legal Aid in Kosrae; and
11 WHEREAS, the nomination and appointment requires the advice
12 and consent of Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia
13 pursuant to Article X, Section 2(d) of the Constitution of the
14 Federated States of Micronesia; now, therefore,
15 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated
16 States of Micronesia, Third Regular Session, 2024, that Congress
17 hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Chang B. William to serve as
18 an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the Federated States
19 of Micronesia; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Acting Chief Justice of the FSM Supreme Court,

and Mr. Chang B. William.

Date: llz Llff Introduced by: 7/
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