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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. <3-34
RE: C.R. NO. 23-208/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MS. CINDY SIREN
MORI TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIA PETROLEUM CORPORATION, REPRESENTING
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.

SEPTEMBER 27 , 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Regular Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C.R. No. 23-208, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MS. CINDY
SIREN MORI TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
PETROLEUM CORPORATION, REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT. ”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

C.R. No. 23-208 was transmitted to the FSM Congress through
Presidential Communications No. 23-423. Your Committee held a
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hearing on C.R. No. 23-208 on September 25, 2024.

The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Chairman Fabian
Nimea, Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence, Senator Merlynn Abello-
Alfonso, Senator Perpetua S. Konman, Senator Joseph J. Urusemal,
Senator Julio Marar, and Senator Victor V. Gouland.

The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the
President’s Representative Belan Yoma, Acting Secretary for the
Department of Justice Jeffrey Tilfas; Representative from the
FSM Petroleum Corporation, Mr. Johnny Adolph. The nominee was
present during the hearing.

I. Summary of Qualifications

Ms. Cindy Siren Mori, the nominee, attended Garapan Elementary
School in Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.
She attended Niu Valley Intermediate School in Saipan, then went
to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Academy High School in Saipan in 1977.
On her Post Secondary studies, she attended Regis University in
Denver, Colorado from 1977 to 1979 with a major in Business
Administration.

The nominee is currently working for the Chuuk State Government
as a State Planning Manager and IPIC Secretariat, although her
contract is expiring soon. She was the owner of the Sea Venture
Company, a shipping agency and freight forwarders. 1In 2001 to
2003, she worked for the Nieseset Company, which is a Fishing
Vessel Management Company. In 1984 to 1998, she served as the
General Manager for the Truck Interstate Company. In 1979 to
1980, she served as the Account Clerk for the Bank of Guam,
Chuuk branch.

The nominee served in many boards and commissions. She was the
vice chairperson on the Chuuk Visitor Bureau Board of Directors
in 1986 to 1994. She was the chairperson on the Workforce
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Investment Act Board of Directors, Chuuk State from 1998 to
2005. She served as the vice chairperson for the Chuuk State
Board of Education, Weno Chuuk from 2011 to 2015. She served as
a member on the OIA Chuuk Advisory Board from 2011 to 2015. She
served as a member of the Chuuk State Visitors Bureau Board of
Directors from 2015 to 2019. She is currently the President of
the Chuuk State Chamber of Commerce. The nominee was the
Chairperson of the Chuuk State Delegation to the 4t FSM
Constitution Convention.

II. Committee Hearing

Your chairman opened the hearing and welcome the nominee. He
then gave an opportunity to the nominee to comment on her
nomination. Ms. Cindy Mori greeted the members of the
Committee, and also thanked the President for his confident in
nominating her to sit on the board. She is ready to answer any
inquiries the Committee may have.

Your Committee inquired with the nominee on the ongoing projects
in Chuuk, especially the Tonoas project, as well as the inflow
of foreign workers in Chuuk state. The nominee thanked the
Committee for the inquiry, but she had given the representative
from the FSM Petroleum Corporation, Mr. John Adolph, to comment
on the ongoing project in Chuuk State, The representative from
the FSM Petroleum Corporation commented that the influx of
foreign workers in Chuuk is a result of recruitment of skilled
workers, and that is why there are a lot of foreign workers in
Chuuk State. For the unfinished project in Tonoas, the
representative explained that the Tonoas project completion date
is around the year 2026, and FSM Petroleum Corporation is still
trying its best to complete the project.

Senator Merlynn Abello-Alfonso commented that she is very happy
that a woman is being nominated to this Board, and looking at
her bio data, she served on several boards. She asked why the
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President nominated her to this board. The nominee explained
that she is not very sure why the President nominated her to
this board, although they know each other. She will try to
learn the mission of the Corporation, and she will try to
improve the function of the board if she becomes a board member.

Senator Konman asked the nominee what kind of assistance she can
improve considering that coconut trees on the islands are dying.
The nominee commented that seedling and replanting of coconut
trees is important. It is important also to plant coconut trees
upland than growing near the ocean where waves or natural
disaster may affect their growth.

Senator Urusemal commented on the price of fuel, at the same
discussed the transportation issue regarding copra. He asked
the nominee whether she had approached the President to nominate
her. The nominee commented that she did not ask the President,
however, she indicated that she is willing to serve on the
board.

Chairman commented that the FSM is heavily relied on fossil
fuels, and any disruption in the supply chain on fossil fuel can
impact the FSM economy. Whether the nominee has any initiative
to contribute to FSM Petroleum Corporation in maintaining the
supply of fossil fuel. In addition, whether the nominee has
given some thought on balancing or minimize the internal shock
of disrupted supply of fossil fuels. The nominee commented that
currently the FSM engaged in hybrid source of energy, like solar
and hydro powers, at the same time using fossil fuels. She
understands that transportation to and from the islands is a
major challenge. Thus, the FSM Petroleum must venture to other
alternative energy to meet its demand.

Your chairman also commented on the impact of out-migration
against economic development of this nation. If confirmed, is
there any plans she can provide -in tackling the impact of out- .
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migration in a timely manner. The nominee commented that she is
not so certain about the other three states. She indicated that
out-migration in her own area is very bad. Nevertheless, the
remittances also help the family living on the islands so we
have to look at both sides, and try to come up with alternative
solutions.

Senator Gouland commented that the Tonoas project is to use
coconut fuel, as an alternative source of energy. In her view,
how can she contribute to the effort on improving the
alternative source of energy in the states. The nominee
commented that she is not an expert in the field of renewable
energy, but she read some information about other alternative
source of energy, like hydro power and others.

The representative of the President’s office showed strong
support for the nominee. The representative of the FSM
Petroleum Corporation (Mr. Johnny Adolph) expressed strong
support for the nominee.

The nominee was given the last opportunity to comment on her
nomination. The nominee indicated that she had observed that
the cost of living on the islands is sky-rocketed, and the major
contributor is the high cost of fuel. This really affects the
standard of living on the islands. On this note, she thanked
the Committee, and very glad for the strong supports echoed
during the hearing from the Office of the President and the FSM
Petroleum Corporation representatives. She is ready and more
willing to serve on the board.

Your committee wishes to offer a technical amendment to the said
resolution to read as follows:
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' 1P Page 1, line 14, delete “Third Special”, and insert “Fifth
Regular” in lieu thereof.

Conclusion

The Committee on Resources and Development has reviewed C.R. No.
23-208, and considered all testimonies from the September 25,
2024 hearing. Your Committee on Resources and Development is in
accord with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-208,
recommends that it be placed on the resolution calendar and
adopted in the form attached hereto as C.R. No. 23-208, C.D.1.

Respectfully submitted,
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Ms. Cindy Siren Mori to serve as a member
of the Board of Directors of the Federated States of Micronesia
Petroleum Corporation, representing the National Government.
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WHEREAS, the President has nominated Ms. Cindy Siren Mori to
serve as a member of the FSM Petroleum Corporation pursuant to
section 214(1l)(a) of title 27 of the Code of the Federated States
of Micronesia (Annotated); and

WHEREAS, this nomination is subject to the advice and consent
of the Twenty-Third Congress under section 214(1l)(a) of title 27
of the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated); and

WHEREAS, Ms. Cindy Siren Mori is qualified for this position
given her work experience in public administration, as an elected
member of the Fourth FSM Constitutional Convention, as General
Management positions of private companies and other professional
capacities that she has held in the past; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated

States of Micronesia, [®hird—Speciar] Fifth Regular Session, 2024,

that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Ms. Cindy Siren
Mori to serve as a member of the Board of Directors of the FSM

Petroleum Corporation, representing the National Government; and

CRL 23-215/PC #23-423
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of Justice, the FSM
Petroleum Corporation Board of Directors, the Chief Executive
Officer of the FSM Petroleum Corporation, Jared C. Morris, and Ms.

Cindy Siren Mori.

Date: 8/27/24 Introduced by: /s/ Quincy Lawrence
Quincy Lawrence
(by request)
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