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COMMITTEE ON
RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.23-25
RE: C.R. NO. 23-187/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JASON A.
WALTER TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
POHNPETI.

SEPTEMBER 7y, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Regular Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C. R. No. 23-187, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JASON
A. WALTER TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL
OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF POHNPEI.”,

begs leave to report as follows:
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The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

C.R. No. 23-187 was transmitted to FSM Congress through
Presidential Communications No. 23-405. Your Committee held a
hearing on C.R. No. 23-187 on September 25, 2024.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 23-35
RE: C.R. NO. 23-187/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JASON A.
WALTER TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
POHNPEI.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Chairman Fabian
Nimea, Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence, Senator Merlynn Abello-
Alfonso, Senator Perpetua S. Konman, Senator Julio Marar,
Senator Joseph J. Urusemal, and Senator Victor V. Gouland.

The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the

President’s Representative Belan Yoma, Acting Secretary for the

Department of Justice Jeffrey Tilfas; Representatives from
NORMA, Mr. Eugene Pangelinan and Mathew Chigiyal. The nominee
was not present during the hearing, but was zoomed in from
Hawaii.

I. Summary of Qualifications

The nominee was a former Senator of the Pohnpei State
Legislature, chairing the Committee on Resources and
Development. He was a manager for the NICHCO (Nih Corporation),
a private enterprise doing business in the State of Pohnpei. He
was an export agent for Crocodile Exports California, a
logistical management on commodity exports to the Micronesian
region.

The nominee has an Associate of Arts in General Studies from the
College of Micronesia, Pohnpei. He attended Riverside Community
College in Moreno Valley, California.

II. Committee Hearing

Your chairman opened the hearing and yielded the floor to the
nominee to comment on his nomination. The nominee greeted the
members of the Committee, and thanked the President for his
confident in nominating him to sit on the NORMA board.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 23-24
RE: C.R. NO. 23-187/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JASON A.
WALTER TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
POHNPEI.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

He stated that he served as the Chairman on the Committee on
Resources and Development at the Pohnpei State Legislature, in
which he also participated in the formulation of the fisheries
policy undertaken by the Authority.

Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence had asked the nominee whether he
has time to attend any bilateral negotiations. The nominee
indicated that he is available since he is not employed. Senator
Merlynn Abello-Alfonso inquired of the nominee what could he
contribute to the function of the Authority. The nominee
indicated that he understands the work of the Authority, and he
will try to work with members of the board, as well as the
management in securing more revenues from fishing fees.

Your chairman stated that the function of the Authority
concentrated mostly on selling fishing days to distant water
fishing nations and also domestic fishing companies. He had
asked if the nominee can explore ways on generating revenues
beside the conventional way of selling fishing days. The
nominee has not thought of any solutions now, however, he
commented that we have to maintain the value of our fishing
waters by selling the fish before they migrate somewhere else.
The nominee commented that to strategize with fishing companies,
the Authority needs to understand the effect of climate change
in our fishing zones.

The representatives from the Authority present at the hearing
included: Mr. Mathew Chigiyal, Deputy Director of NORMA,
Consultant Eugene Pangelinan and Board member Patrick Mackenzie.
Mr. Chigiyal explained the function of the Authority, and also
its mandate, which is the effective management of the resources
in the FSM Economic Zone, especially the tuna fish stocks. Mr.
Chigiyal commented that the nominee’s background is essential to
the work of the board. Consultant Pangelinan echoed his strong
support for the nominee. He stated that he is familiar with the



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 23~2345
RE: C.R. NO. 23-187/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JASON A.
WALTER TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
POHNPEI.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2024

nominee. During the deliberation of the fisheries policy, the
nominee was instrumental in the formulation of the fisheries
policy when he was the Chairman of the Committee on Resource and
Development of the Pohnpei State Legislature. As indicated in
the bio data of the nominee, the nominee has the wealth of
experience in the business sector.

Senator Julio Marar commented, after the Consultant Mr.
Pangelinan explained the diverse background of the current
sitting board members, that the Board needs a representative
from Chuuk State.

Your committee gave the nominee an opportunity to comment on his
nomination. The nominee thanks the members, and seek their
support.

Your committee wishes to offer a technical amendment to the said
resolution as follows:

l. Page 1, line 19, delete “Third Special”, and insert “Fifth
Regular” in lieu thereof.



Conclusion

The Committee on Resources and Development has reviewed C.R. No.
23-187, and considered all testimony from the September 25, 2024
hearing. Your Committee on Resources and Development is in
accord with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-187,
recommends that it be placed on the resolution calendar and
adopted in the form attached hereto as C.R. No. 23-187, C.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted,

4bian S. Nimea, chairman Isaac V. Figix, mefber

EsmondiBT’ﬁEées, member
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Victor V. Gouland, member Merlynn Abello-Alfonso, member
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Johnson A. Asher, member




TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

THIRD SPECIAL SESSION, 2024 C.R. NO. 23-187, C.D.1

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Jayson A. Walter to serve as a
board member of the National Oceanic Resource Management Authority
(NORMA) Board of Directors, representing the state of Pohnpei.
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WHEREAS, in accordance with section 201(1l) of title 24 of
the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), the
Board of Directors of the National Oceanic Resource Management
Authority is composed of five members; and

WHEREAS, section 201(l)(a) of title 24 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), empowers the
President of the Federated States of Micronesia to appoint one
member from each FSM state with the advice and consent of
Congress; and

WHEREAS, the President nominated Mr. Jayson A. Walter to
represent Pohnpei State on the National Oceanic Resource
Management Authority Board of Directors, and the nomination is
subject to the advice and consent of Congress as aforesaid;
and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walter is qualified to serve as NORMA board
member based on his educational attainment and professional
experience; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

Federated States of Micronesia, [®hird—Speeial] Fifth Reqular

Session, 2024, that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of

CRL 23-193/PC #23-405



C.R. NO. 23-187, C.D.1
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Mr. Jayson A. Walter to serve as a member of the National
Oceanic Resource Management Authority Board of Directors,
representing Pohnpei State; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation

and Mr. Jayson A. Walter.

Date: 8/23/24 Introduced by: /s/ Quincy Lawrence

Quincy Lawrence
(by request)
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