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RES  C.R: NO: 23<202/R&D

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. SKENSON U.
ERWIN TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE FEDERATED
STATES OF MICRONESIA BANKING BOARD OF
DIRECTORS.

SEPTEMBER27, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Regular Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C. R. No. 23-202, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR.
SKENSON U. ERWIN TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA BANKING BOARD OF
DIRECTORS."”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

C.R. No. 23-202 was transmitted to the FSM Congress through

Presidential Communications No. 23-414. Your Committee held a
hearing on C.R. No. 23-202 on September 25, 2024.
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The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Chairman Fabian
Nimea, Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence, Senator Merlynn Abello-
Alfonso, Senator Perpetua S. Konman, Senator Joseph J. Urusemal,
Senator Julio Marar, and Senator Victor V. Gouland.

The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the

President’s Representative Belan Yoma, Acting Secretary for the

Department of Justice Jeffrey Tilfas; Representative for the
Banking Commision Banking Commissioner Jesse Giltamag and Bank
Examiner Pilika Palik. The nominee zoomed in during the hearing.

I. Summary of Qualifications

Mr. Skenson U. Erwin, the nominee, attended the Hawaii Community
College where he first obtained a A.A.S. Degree in Accounting.

Since completing his education, the nominee has had a long
career in public service and held many positions which include
Coordinator for the Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) office
in Chuuk State from August 2021 to Present. He had held several
positions during his employment at the Bank of FSM where he
served as a Customer Service Specialist from April 2019 to
August 2021, served as a Loan Interviewer for the Bank from 2016
to 2019, and served as a Loan Collector at the same bank from
2012 to 2016.

ITI. Committee Hearing

Your chairman opened the hearing and greeted the witnesses. He
gave the witnesses an opportunity to comment on the nomination.
Banking Commissioner Jesse Giltamag thanked the chairman and
members of the Committee for the opportunity to discuss the
nomination of Mr. Skenson U. Erwin to serve as a member of the
Banking Board of Directors. The Banking €ommissioner expressed
his full support of the nominee.
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The chairman gave an opportunity for the nominee to comment on
his nomination. The nominee thanked the chairman and members
for the opportunity to appear before them. He informed the
committee that when he was contacted by the President’s office
to serve on the Banking Board of Directors, he had agreed, and
was willing to serve on the Board.

The nominee gave a brief background of his career. He worked
for the FSM Bank at the Chuuk branch office for about ten years.
He started with the FSM Bank as a loan collector in 2012 to
2016, as a loan interviewer from 2016 to 2019, and later as a
customer service specialist from April 2019 to August 2021. The
customer specialist is like an assistant manager to the bank.

He indicated that he had some knowledge in the banking area from
his ten years of employment at the FSM Bank. Currently, he is
the Coordinator for the Overseas Development Assistance (ODA)
office in Chuuk State starting from August 2021 to present.

The chairman had asked the nominee, what kind of vision and
values he wishes to add to enhance the operation of the banks
operated in the FSM. The nominee commented that the loans given
out to private sectors are important to help the private sectors
in their endeavor for economic growth of this nation. Chairman
also want the nominee to comment on banks’ loan to deposit
ratio, which is an important factor to consider. The nominee
stated that if he is confirmed to serve on the board, he needs
to engage with policy decision members of the banks in order to
assess on the operation of the banks in the FSM. The nominee
stated that the first important area that he would like to
discuss is the services of the banks to their customers.

Chairman Gouland greeted the nominee, and asked whether it is
not a violation of any law if he becomes an elected officials in
the State of Chuuk and sit on a board, like the Board of
Directors of the Banking Commission. This legal question was
during the hearing. The answer given was that if there is no
state laws prohibiting a state senator to sit on any Board at
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the National Government, the nominee can sit on such Board. 1If
there is a National Government law prohibiting the nominee to
serve on any board because he is a senator from the State of
Chuuk, he can sit on the board. Currently, there is no law at
the National Government and the Chuuk State Government which
prohibits the nominee to sit on the FSM Banking Board of
Directors.

Your chairman also asked the nominee, if he is confirmed, what
would be his vision for the Banking Commission. The nominee
commented that when he was an employee of the Chuuk State
Government, the salary was very low. Given that the there was a
recent forty five percent increase in salary, he would ensure
that human resources at the Banking Commission is improved then
the salary of employees increase also.

Another issue that was discussed is the sharing of information.
Is this something that he can improve if he becomes a Board
member. The nominee commented that currently in Chuuk branch of
the FSM Bank, the manager does not approve loans alone. There
is a hierarchy of communications within the bank on loan
approvals. Your committee also inquired of the nominee what is
his impression on the marginalized communities especially in
regards to the social and economic development of this nation.
The nominee only noted the inquiry without giving a detail
answer.

The nominee was given the last opportunity to comment on his
nomination. The nominee indicated that he is ready to serve on
the board, and appeal, especially to the members of the Chuuk
delegation to support his nomination.

Your committee wishes to offer a technical amendment to the said
resolution to read as follows:
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1. Page 1, line 9, delete “Third Special Session”, and insert
“Fifth Regular” in lieu thereof.

Conclusion

The Committee on Resources and Development has reviewed C.R. No.
23-202, and considered all testimonies from the September 25,
2024 hearing. Your Committee on Resources and Development is in
accord with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-202,
recommends that it be placed on the resolution calendar and
adopted in the form attached hereto as C.R. No. 23-202, C.D.1l.

Respectfully submitted,

////’Fabian‘éi Nimea, chairman Isaac V. Figir, member

Esmond é?~MosesT—méﬁber
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Victor V. Gouland, member Merlynn Abello-Al%¥onso, member
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Johnson A. Asher, member




TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

THIRD SPECIAL SESSION, 2024 C.R. NO. 23-202, C.D.1

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Skenson U. Erwin to serve as a
member of the Federated States of Micronesia Banking Board of

Directors.
1 WHEREAS, pursuant to section 201 of title 29 of the Code of
2 the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), the President has
3 nominated Mr. Skenson U. Erwin to serve as a member of the FSM
4 Banking Board of Directors; and
5 WHEREAS, this nomination is subject to the advice and consent
6 of Congress pursuant to section 201(1l) of title 29 of the Code of
7 the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated); now, therefore,
8 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated
9 States of Micronesia, [Third-Specialr] Fifth Regular Session, 2024,
10 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Skenson U.
11 Erwin to serve as a member of the Federated States of Micronesia
12 Banking Board of Directors; and
13 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
14 resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States
15 of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of Justice, the
16 Federated States of Micronesia Banking Board of Directors, and Mr.
17 Skenson U. Erwin.
18
19 Date: 8/23/24 Introduced by: /s/ Quincy Lawrence
Quincy Lawrence
20 (by request)

CRL 23-208/PC #23-414



