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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses

Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on External Affairs, to which was referred C.R.
No. 23-246 entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MS. MYJOLYNNE
MARIE KIM TO SERVE AS THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION AT THE
FSM EMBASSY IN CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee is mindful of the need for continuity in the
operations of its overseas diplomatic offices. This is
particularly true for our Nation’s embassy in Australia.
Australia is a very close partner and it hosts many of our young
people as students. The Deputy Chief of Mission works with the
ambassador and deals with the highest policy level decision
making, and therefore, it is important that this position is
also filled with an individual who has integrity and the highest
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level of competence. The Deputy Chief of Mission position in
Australia is particularly important as this overseas mission
opened very recently and each person has an important role to

play.

The nominee is well thought of in Chuuk State Government where
she is currently serving as the Governor’s Chief of Staff. She
is known for her dedication to excellence, and knowledge of
protocol and state issues. The President recommended the
nominee and has stated that she is highly qualified to fill the
role of Deputy Chief of Mission to Canberra, Australia.

Your Committee reviewed the qualifications of this nominee
extensively. The representatives from the Department of Foreign
Affairs stated that there was great value in including some
highly skilled individuals in foreign service leadership that
have not been career diplomats. Understanding of the state
government and community needs are also very important.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Committee held a hearing on November 14, 2024, on the
nomination of Myjolynne Marie Kim to serve as the Deputy Chief
of Mission at the FSM Embassy in Canberra, Australia. Witnesses
at the hearing who testified included Ricky F. Cantero, Deputy
Secretary of Foreign Affairs; Jane Chigiyal, FSM Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Commonwealth of
Australia; Robert Nakasone Jr., Department of Justice; and
Yolanda J. Mori, Acting Chief of Staff for the President.

Acting Vice Chairman of External Affairs, Joseph J. Urusemal
opened the meeting with a short prayer and offered thanks and
greetings to all the witnesses and committee members for
attending. Chairman Urusemal mentioned that this nominee had
been previously nominated for another post, so the Committee was
aware of her qualifications. He then opened up the floor to
witnesses to testify as to the qualifications of the nominee for
this post in Canberra, Australia.
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Deputy Secretary Cantero conveyed his regrets that the nominee
could not be physically present for the hearing. He stated that
the Department of Foreign Affairs fully supports her nomination.
He stated that the nominee is a much better fit for the Deputy
Chief of Mission in Canberra than for her previous nomination
due to the nominee’s familiarity with Australia. He pointed out
that she is a PhD candidate at the Australian National
University.

Deputy Secretary Cantero stated that the mission in Australia
was recently opened and it is important to confirm this nominee
to facilitate staffing the embassy at 100% capacity. He stated
that the FSM holds bi-annual consultations with the Australian
government to identify Official Development Assistance and grant
opportunities. He also stated that the Department of Foreign
Affairs plans on expanding the role of this Embassy to reach out
to other nearby countries such as New Zealand, Singapore, or
Indonesia seeking cooperation and identifying opportunities to
work together.

Deputy Secretary Cantero stated that the nominee’s familiarity
with Australia and the region in general will greatly assist
this new Embassy in its mission. He went on to mention that the
nominee’s acceptance of the nomination after her failure to be
appointed previously to a different post is testament to her
commitment to the job and her country. He said that the Mission
in Australia needs this individual in this position so that it
can get its work done.

Senator Merlynn Abello-Alfonso commented that the nominees
background and credentials speak for themselves. She noted that
the nominee is qualified for this position and encouraged
members of your Committee to move forward with her confirmation.
She pointed out that the President has been in office almost two
years and needs people in these positions so that the business
of the nation can move forward and focus on the future.
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Senator Fabian S. Nimea concurred with Senator Abello-Alfonso in
regards to the outstanding credentials of the nominee. He stated
that the nominee is best suited for this post as she is familiar
with Australia, as she is a PhD candidate there. He further
stated that he believes that this the best post for her
qualifications and skill set, not the previous post she was
nominated for in Japan.

Senator Asher stated that he knows the nominee on a personal and
professional level. He went on to state that he 100% agrees with
the previous statements in support of the nominee. He said that
Congress needs to help the Executive place people in these
positions so that the governments work is successful.

The Department of Justice representative, Robert Nakasone Jr.
stated that the Department performed the required background
checks on the nominee and their department is in full support of
the nominee.

Finally, FSM Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the
Commonwealth of Australia, Jane Chigiyal, provided her opinion
of the nominee for the Deputy Chief of Mission. She stated that
she has worked with the nominee in other areas outside of the
government, such as women’s groups and other volunteer
organizations. She said that the nominee is very active in the
community and believes that the nominee will bring that energy
to the Embassy to facilitate a culture of activism, innovation,
and creativity. She went on to add that the nominee’s
familiarity with the region will be an asset to the Embassy as
they are tasked with expanding their scope to other countries in
the South Pacific.

CONCLUSION

The Committee is satisfied with the nominee’s qualifications and
the overall professional abilities. Your Committee also defers
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to the President and the Department of Foreign Affairs as to the
decision to nominate this individual to this post. Your
Committee believes that the nominee should be confirmed, and so
recommends that Ms. Myjolynne Marie Kim to serve as the Deputy
Chief of Mission at the FSM Embassy in Canberra, Australia.

Your Committee on External Affairs is in accord with the intent

and purpose of C.R. No. 23-246, and recommends its adoption in
the form attached hereto.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter M. Christian, chairman fiwiker Aritos, member

ﬁf

Victor V. oduXand, member

Nimea, member

Robson U. Romolow,“-fiember
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A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Ms. Myjolynne Marie Kim to serve as the
Deputy Chief of Mission at the FSM Embassy in Canberra, Australia.

1 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated States of

2 Micronesia has nominated Ms. Myjolynne Marie Kim to serve as

3 the Deputy Chief of Mission at the FSM Embassy in Canberra,

4 Australia; and

5 WHEREAS, the nomination is subject to the.advice and

6 consent of Congress pursuant to Article X, section 2(d) of the
7 Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia and section
8 207 of title 2 of the Code of the Federated States of

9 Micronesia (Annotated), as amended by Public Law No. 20-236;
10 and

11 WHEREAS, Ms. Kim is currently the Chief of Staff of the
12 Office of the Governor of Chuuk and has held that position

13 since 2021, and she has served in several capacities including
14 consultancies and as an executive director of the FSM Chamber
15 of Commerce; and

16 WHEREAS, Ms. Kim is qualified to serve as FSM Deputy Chief
17 of Mission in Canberra, Australia; now, therefore,

18 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

19 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,
20 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Ms. Myjolynne

21 Marie Kim to serve as the Deputy Chief of Mission at the FSM
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Embassy in Canberra, Australia; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of
Foreign Affairs, the Governor of each state of the Nation, and

Ms. Myjolynne Marie Kim.

Date: l " '9'4 Introduced by:

Lawr:
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