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COLLEGE OF MICRONESIA-FSM (COM-
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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses

Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred C.R. NO.
23-248, entitled:

“TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MS. LYNN NARRUHN TO
SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE
COLLEGE OF MICRONESIA-FSM (COM-FSM), REPRESENTING
THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in
its title.

Your Committee recognizes the importance of having strong
and effective leadership on the Board of Regents of the
College of Micronesia-FSM (COM-FSM), hereinafter referred to
as the “Board of Regents.” As the governing body for the
general management and control of COM-FSM, the Board of
Regents plays a critical role in advancing post-secondary
education in the Federated States of Micronesia.
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The nominee, Ms. Lynn Narruhn, is well-known to your
Committee, as the longstanding Public Information Officer
for FSM Congress. Your Committee has observed Ms. Narruhn
to consistently act with integrity, professionalism, and
leadership. 1In addition to serving as the Public
Information Officer for FSM Congress from 2007 through the
present, Ms. Narruhn has served as the Public Information
Officer for the FSM Executive (2000 — 2007), an
Administrative Assistant for the Embassy of Japan (2000), an
Interim Administrator for the Micronesia Red Cross Society
(1999), and an Administrative Clerk for San Diego Child
Protective Services (1993 — 1998). She is a graduate of
Pohnpei Island Central School (PICS) (1984) and has earned a
B.S. degree in Mass Communications from Eastern New Mexico
University (1992). Additionally, Ms. Narruhn has engaged in
a variety of civic activities, with organizations such as
the Pohnpei Women Association Council, Pohnpei Public
Broadcasting Board, Nukuoro Association of Pohpnei (NAP),
and the Pacific Islands News Association (PINA).

Your Committee discussed Ms. Narruhn’s nomination in detail
at a public hearing held on November 14, 2024, at 8:45 a.m.,
in the Congress Hearing Room. At that hearing, Ms. Narruhn
testified that she believes that COM-FSM represents the
“future of this Nation.” She expressed humility about her
own educational background, noting that she only has a
bachelor’s degree, but indicated that she believed her work
ethic and professional experience would allow her to make a
“positive impact” on the Board of Regents.

The Chairwoman of the Board of Regents, Suzanne Gallen,
expressed strong support for the nominee at the hearing.
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Ms. Gallen testified that she knows the nominee personally
and she attested to the nominee’s character. Ms. Gallen
stated that she believes the nominee’s experience, knowledge
about potential sources of funding, and public relations and
journalism skills would be particularly valuable to the
Board of Regents. Ms. Gallen also noted that the nominee is
supported by the COM-FSM President, Dr. Theresa
Koroivulaono.

Chairman Urusemal asked Ms. Narruhn how she was approached
about her nomination. Ms. Narruhn responded that she was
approached in October 2024 by the President’s Office. She
indicated that she agreed to move forward with the
nomination after consulting with multiple individuals whom
she respected and after conducting her own research on COM-
FSM, its Board of Regents, and its mission.

Floor Leader Lawrence asked the nominee whether serving on
the Board of Regents would interfere with her ability to
carry out her work duties at FSM Congress. Ms. Narruhn
responded that she did not believe that it would, and that
she actually believed the Board of Regents position would
complement her work at FSM Congress, commenting that the
nomination caused a “rekindling” of a fire inside of her to
engage in public service.

Senator Nimea questioned Ms. Narruhn about how she would
address challenges related to curriculum development, given
the evolving demands of the FSM job market. Ms. Narruhn
responded that, although she has studied the Board of
Regent’s minutes, directives, and policies, she does not
have detailed plans on how she would attempt to guide COM-
FSM. However, she promised that she would be committed to
learning from the other Board members and increasing her
understanding of the challenges faced by COM-FSM. Senator
Nimea stated that, given the number of young people who are
leaving the FSM for college and work opportunities abroad,
it is critical that the members of the Board of Regents have
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a plan to address challenges such as a changing job market
and a shrinking student body population.

Senator Abello-Alfonso offered remarks in support of the
nominee, applauding Ms. Narruhn’s “honesty and frankness in
sharing her experience or non-experience.” Senator Abello-
Alfonso stated that she knows that Ms. Narruhn is
“committed” and “hardworking,” with a “genuine willingness
to serve and fulfill the vision of the Board.” She stated
that she believes that it is important for this vacancy to
be filled, in order to allow the Board of Regents to act at
full capacity, a sentiment echoed in remarks made by Senator
Konman.

After carefully reviewing Ms. Narruhn'’s background and
considering her testimony at the public hearing, your
Committee feels confident that Ms. Narruhn would provide
valuable leadership as the National Government'’s
representative on the Board of Regents. Your Committee
notes that Ms. Narruhn has been nominated by the President
for this position. Absent any contrary indication, your
Committee concurs that the nominee is well-qualified for the
position.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Education has reviewed C.R No. 23-248, and
is in accord with its intent and purpose. The Committee
recommends that C.R. No. 23-248 is placed on the resolution
calendar for adoption.
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Respectfully submitted,

Julto M. Marar, vice c%airman
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A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Ms. Lynn Narruhn to serve as a member
of the Board of Regents of the College of Micronesia-FSM (COM-FSM),
representing the National Government.

q4 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated States of

2 Micronesia has nominated Ms. Lynn Narruhn to serve on the COM-
3 FSM Board of Regents (“Board”) as the representative for the

4 National Government; and

& WHEREAS, the nomination is subject to the advice and

6 consent of Congress pursuant to section 706 of title 40 of the
7 Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated); and

8 WHEREAS, Ms. Lynn Narruhn has the essential professional
9 experience and qualifications making him a suitable candidate
10 to serve on the Board; now, therefore,

11 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

12 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,
13 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Ms. Lynn

14 Narruhn to serve as a member of the Board of Regents of the

15 College of Micronesia-FSM, representing the National

16 Government; and

17
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Secretary of Department of Education,
the Board of Regents of COM-FSM, the Governor of each state of

the Nation, and to Ms. Lynn Narruhn.

Date: “!‘Q{Q4 Introduced by:

Quancy Laﬁience
Y request)
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