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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Health and Social Affairs, to which was
referred C.R. NO. 23-243, entitled:

“TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. ARI SKILLING TO
SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION OF THE FEDERATED STATES
OF MICRONESIA, REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT."”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee strongly believes that it is important to have
capable and effective leadership on the Federated States of
Micronesia Social Security Board, hereinafter referred to as the
“Board.” The Board has been statutorily assigned a variety of
responsibilities related to the management and supervision of
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the Federated States of Micronesia Social Security
Administration. The Board needs competent and dedicated members
in order to carry out these responsibilities successfully.

The nominee for the National Government’s Board representative,
Mr. Ari Skilling, has a wide-ranging work history featuring
multiple public service engagements and leadership roles. He is
currently a Special Assistant to the Vice President for the FSM
National Government. Mr. Skilling speaks several languages
including English, Kosraean, and Chuukese. He is a graduate of
Xavier High School in Weno, Chuuk, and he has completed
approximately two years of undergraduate coursework from the
University of Hawaii, Manoa. Mr. Skilling has participated in a
variety of public health initiatives. He has also served as a
volunteer and youth mentor.

Your Committee discussed Mr. Skilling’s nomination in detail at
a public hearing held on November 15, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., in the
Congress Hearing Room. The hearing was attended by Chairwoman
Konman, Vice Chairwoman Abello-Alfonso, Senator Sigrah, Senator
Urusemal, Mr. Skilling, and representatives from the President’s
Office, the FSM Social Security Administration, the Department
of Health and Social Affairs, and the Department of Justice.

At the hearing, the President’s Acting Chief of Staff offered
opening remarks in support of Mr. Skilling, describing the
nominee as “instrumental” in the progress of the current
Presidential administration. She testified that the President
is very familiar with Mr. Skilling and strongly supports his
nomination.

A representative from the Department of Justice testified that
the Department “is in full support of the nominee.” The
representative stated that the Department believes the nominee
is appropriately qualified for the position and stated that the
nominee has no criminal or other background issues that would
present a legal barrier to serving on the Board.
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The nominee provided a very brief opening statement in which he
stated that it was an “honor” to be nominated and that he would
try to represent the National Government’s perspective well, if
confirmed.

Chairwoman Konman asked the nominee what he sees as the greatest
challenges facing the FSM Social Security Administration and, if
confirmed, how the nominee would work to address those
challenges. Mr. Skilling cited ineffective communication
between the FSM Social Security Administration and its
beneficiaries as one of the top challenges, in addition to the
FSM Social Security Administration’s annual financial
shortfalls. Mr. Skilling testified that, if confirmed, he would
work closely with the other Board members “from an oversight
perspective” to improve the communications between FSM Social
Security Administration and the general public.

Senator Urusemal asked the nominee what specifically he would
propose to address the FSM Social Security Administration’s
annual financial shortfalls. The nominee responded that he
would work to achieve greater efficiency, and that he would
prefer to increase contributions into the system, rather than
decreasing any benefits.

Senator Abello-Alfonso asked the nominee what he would do to
enhance the public’s understanding of how the FSM Social
Security system works. The nominee responded that he would try
to increase “buy-in” and “interest” from the public over time,
rather than engaging in any one-time event or campaign. The
nominee said that he would like to make FSM Social Security a
larger part of the “day-to-day conversation” among the general
public.

Senator Sigrah asked the nominee about questions and complaints
received at the Kosrae Congressional Delegation Office from
certain beneficiaries who have been unable to receive their FSM
Social Security benefit payments due to difficulty with a
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requirement that beneficiaries complete and return a “survey”
form verifying their eligibility. The nominee stated that he
believes improved communication would help with this problem and
that he would work to achieve this.

Senator Sigrah also asked the nominee what he would do to assist
spousal beneficiaries who lose benefit eligibility due to the
earnings test. The nominee replied that he did not have a full
answer to this question, but he reiterated that he believed
improved communication would be a key to addressing this and
other problems.

Chairwoman Konman asked the nominee how he would help the FSM
Social Security Administration improve its collections. The
nominee stated that he would need to consult with the rest of
the Board to adequately answer this question, but he noted that
he believes collections should be a major priority for the FSM
Social Security Administration.

Senator Abello-Alfonso asked the nominee whether serving on the
Board would impact his ability to carry out his current work
duties as Special Assistant to the Vice President. Mr. Skilling
stated that he believes the Board position would be
“complementary” to his current job. He testified that the staff
within the Vice President’s office work collaboratively with one
another and that he felt confident that the Vice President’s
office would not be negatively affected by his service on the
Board.

Senator Urusemal noted that, under current FSM law, spousal
beneficiaries lose entitlement to benefits upon remarrying.
Senator Urusemal asked the nominee whether this law should be
amended. The nominee responded that he agrees with Senator
Urusemal that there are many challenges that the FSM Social
Security system currently faces. The nominee said that, as a
Board member, he would listen to the needs of FSM citizens and
would try to work with policymakers to address the concerns of
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those citizens. He testified that he would focus on
facilitating communication, but noted that he did not believe
there would be an “overnight remedy."”

In closing remarks, Chairwoman Konman stated that she hoped
that, if confirmed, the nominee would work to make the FSM
Social Security Administration more sustainable over the long
term. She stated that she believed that the FSM Social Security
Administration could look to other countries for examples on how
to improve its operations.

After carefully reviewing Mr. Skilling’s background and
considering the testimony provided at the November 15, 2024,
public hearing, your Committee feels confident that Mr. Skilling
would provide valuable leadership as the National Government’s
Board representative. Your Committee notes that Mr. Skilling
has been nominated by the President for this position. Absent
any contrary indication, your Committee concurs that the nominee
is well-qualified for the position.

CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Health and Social Affairs has reviewed C.R. No.
23-243, and is in accord with its intent and purpose. The
Committee recommends that C.R. No. 23-243 is placed on the
resolution calendar for adoption.



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT No.;l@«%

‘RE: C.R. NO. 23-243/H&SA

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. ARI
SKILLING TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF

MICRONESTIA, REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT .

NOvEMBER Y, 2024

Respectfully submitted,
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To confirm the nomination of Mr. Ari Skilling to serve as a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Social Security Administration of the
Federated States of Micronesia, representing the National Government.

1 WHEREAS, pursuant to section 701 of title 53 of the Code of
2 the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), as amended, the

3 President of the Federated States of Micronesia shall appoint the
4 members of the Federated States of Micronesia Social Security

5 Administration Board of Trustees, subject to the advice and

6 consent of Congress; and

7 WHEREAS, the President has nominated Mr. Ari Skilling to

8 serve on the FSM Social Security Administration Board of Trustees,
9 representing the National Government; and

10 WHEREAS, Mr. Skilling’s professional experience and
11 qualifications make him a suitable candidate to serve on the FSM
12 Social Security Administration Board of Trustees; now, therefore,
13 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated
14 States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024, that Congress
15 hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Ari Skilling to serve as a
16 board member of the FSM Social Security Administration Board of
17 Trustees, representing the National Government; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation, and Mr.

Ari Skilling.

Date: U PQ-/qu Introduced by:
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