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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on External Affairs, to which was referred C.R.
No. 23-242 entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. HENRY
SHREW TO SERVE AS THE FSM CONSUL GENERAL IN PORTLAND,
OREGON. ",

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee reviewed the qualifications of this nominee
extensively. The nominee has served at the FSM Consulate
General Office in Honolulu, Hawaii, as Acting Consul General
since 2020, and he had competently served in this capacity to
advance the national interest of the Federated States of
Micronesia. The nominee began his career in foreign service in
2007 and has progressively advanced to his current position.

SCRL 23-118/CR 23-242/EX AFF COMMITTEE



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT No. Z22-92

RE: C.R. NO. 23-242/EX AFF

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. HENRY SHREW
TO SERVE AS THE FSM CONSUL GENERAL IN
PORTLAND, OREGON, USA.

NOVEMBER 18, 2024

The nominee holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science
with a minor in Sociology from the University of Hawaii in Hilo,
Hawaii. He also has an Associate of Arts degree in Liberal Arts
from Hawaii Community College.

Your Committee is mindful that this is a critical time for our
Nation in the arena of international affairs. It would greatly
benefit our Nation to have strong leadership for its overseas
diplomatic missions. He already proven himself to have the
level of expertise regarding the policy issues that comes only
with many years of international relations and diplomacy
experience.

The nominee is well known for his efforts to promote the
Federated States of Micronesia, and he is also known for the
diligence in assisting our FSM citizens living in the United
States, as well as, his hard work within the Department. Your
Committee has not received any subsequent communication that
would cast doubt on the performance or integrity of the nominee.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Committee held a hearing on November 18, 2024, on the
nomination of Henry Shrew to serve as the Consul General in
Portland, Oregon. Witnesses at the hearing who testified
included Ricky F. Cantero, Deputy Secretary of Foreign Affairs;
Josephine Joseph, representative from the Department of Justice;
and Belan Yoma, representative from the Office of the President.

Acting Vice Chairman of External Affairs, Joseph J. Urusemal
opened the meeting and offered thanks and greetings to all the
witnesses and committee members for attending. He then opened
up the floor to witnesses to testify as to the qualifications of
the nominee.

Deputy Secretary Cantero stated that the Consul General position

in Portland has been vacant for six years and it has caused
operational difficulties in regards to the staffing. He noted

-2.
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that there is fragmentation between staff in the Consul
General’s Office in Portland, which he believes this nominee
would be able to resolve. He stated that he welcomes any
support that Congress could give to secure a permanent head of
the office in Portland to better serve our citizens.

Belan Yoma, representative from the Office of the President,
stated that the nominee has been with the Consul General in
Portland for a number of years and has the requisite experience
for this posting. He also pointed out that this position has
been vacant for many years and the office needs the stability
that a Consul General will bring. He stated that the President
asks for Congress’ support in confirming the nominee.

Josephine Joseph, representative from the Department of Justice,
concurred with the other witness and stated that their
department is in full support of the nominee. Stating that she
feels the nominee is the best fit for this position. She lauded
the nominees’ years of experience in the Department of Foreign
Affairs.

Multiple committee members inquired as to the logic in sending
this nominee to Portland, when he has been the Acting Consul
General in Hawaii for many years and is familiar with that
community, the local leaders, and the local community. There
was general confusion amongst committee members as to why the
Acting Consul General in Portland, who has held that position
for six years, was not nominated.

Deputy Secretary Cantero stated that the nominee was very
qualified and he believed would be best suited to resolve some
of the staff issues in the Portland office. He stated that the
office current is fragmented and not functioning as a team, but
he believed the nominee would be able to bring everyone together
and get the office to function properly. He noted that the
nominee has been with the Portland office in the past and that
the office is now in dire need of his style of leadership.
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Acting Vice Chairman Urusemal asked several questions regarding
the procedures of the nomination process. Several members
questioned the motivation of moving this nominee to Portland and
the Department of Foreign Affairs’ explanation of the current
situation in the Portland office.

Deputy Secretary Cantero admitted that the decision to move the
nominee to Portland was presented to them by the Executive but
he stated he fully supports the decision. He stated that the
nominee is needed in Portland to resolve the staffing issues and
to add stability. He admitted that the nominee leaving his
current role in Honolulu will be a big loss to them but he feels
that office will be able to absorb the loss in the short term.
He also went on to state that it is above his pay grade to
speculate as to what motivated the Executive to nominate this
individual to Portland. He restated his belief that the nominee
will greatly improve the operations of the Portland office if
confirmed.

CONCLUSION

The Committee is very satisfied with the nominee’s performance,
competency and integrity. Absent any contrary indication, your
Committee believes that the nominee should be confirmed, and so
recommends that Mr. Henry Shrew to be confirmed as the FSM
Consul General in Portland, Oregon.

Your Committee on External Affairs is in accord with the intent
and purpose of C.R. No. 23-242, and recommends its adoption in
the form attached hereto.
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Respectfully submitted,

iéz; !:Zﬁé‘ E;ijé;;

Peter M. Christian, chairman Tiwhter Aritos, member

abian  S. Nimea, member

Rtfson U. Romolow, member
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A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Henry Shrew to serve as the FSM
Consul General in Portland, Oregon.

1 WHEREAS, pursuant to section 207 of title 2 of the Code of
2 the Federated States of Micronesia, (Annotated), as amended by
3 Public Law No. 21-236, the President of the Federated States of
4 Micronesia shall nominate and, with the advice and consent of

5 the Congress, as provided in Article X, section 2(d) of the

6 Constitution, appoint the Consul Generals of the Federated

7 States of Micronesia; and

8 WHEREAS, the President of the Federated States of

9 Micronesia has nominated Mr. Henry Shrew to serve as the FSM

10 Consul General in Portland, Oregon; and

11 WHEREAS, based upon his professional experience and

12 educational background, Mr. Shrew is qualified to serve as the
13 FSM Consul General in Portland, Oregon; now, therefore;

14 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

15 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,
16 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Henry Shrew

17 to serve as the FSM Consul General in Portland, Oregon; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of
Foreign Affairs, the Governor of each state of the Nation, and

Mr. Henry Shrew.
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