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COMMITTEE ON
RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.QQ’Q ;

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JOHNNY
MEIPPEN TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
CHUUK.

NOVEMBER 20 , 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C. R. No. 23-256, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR.
JOHNNY MEIPPEN TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF CHUUK.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

C.R. No. 23-256 was transmitted to FSM Congress through

Presidential Communications No. 23-507. Your committee held a
hearing on C.R. No. 23-256 on November 19, 2024.

SCRL 23-119/CR 23-256/R&D COMMITTEE
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The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Chairman Fabian
S. Nimea, Senator Perpetua S. Konman, Senator Isaac V. Figir,
Senator Victor V. Gouland, and Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence.

The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the Deputy
Executive Director Mathew Chigiyal from NORMA, Secretary of
Justice Jun Bacalando from the Department of Justice, Assistant

Secretary Sohs John, and the President’s Representative Belan

Yoma. The nominee was not present during the hearing, but was
zoomed in from Chuuk State.

I. Brief Summary of Nominee’s Qualifications

The nominee served on the Board of Directors for the National
Oceanic Resource Management Authority (NORMA) before
representing the State of Chuuk. He also served on the National
Fisheries Corporation. Mr. Meippen served as the legal advisor
to two former governors of the State of Chuuk. He was a former
acting Attorney General for the State of Chuuk, and later the
Directing Attorney for the Micronesian Legal Services
Corporation (MLSC).

The nominee served as a legal staff for the 2001-2002 FSM
Constitutional Convention. He was also a Secretary of the Weno
Constitutional Convention, and a member of the Chuuk Political
Status Commission.

Education Background

The nominee attended Xavier High School and graduated in 1976.
He pursued his post-secondary education at the College of Santa
Fe, New Mexico where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice. He continued at the same college and
graduated with a Master Degree in Public Administration.
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Committee Hearing

Your chairman opened the hearing and welcomed the nominee. He
also apologized to the witnesses and the nominee for the
technical difficulties encountered. He then yielded the floor to
the nominee to comment on his nomination, who zoomed in from
Chuuk State. The nominee greeted the members of the committee,
and the committee for affording the opportunity to comment on
his nomination. He is fully mindful of the responsibility of the
Authority, which is to protect the fish stock of this nation.
And he is ready to answer any inquiries from the committee.

The chairman thanked the nominee for his comment, and recognized
the other witnesses if they want to comment on the nomination.
Secretary Jun Bacalando stated that since this is the first time
to appear before the committee after he was confirmed as
Secretary of Justice, he wanted to thank the members of the
committee. He also conveyed his strong support of the nominee,
and hope the committee can confirm him. Deputy Executive
Director Chigiyal also conveyed his and also the Authority’s
full support of the nominee considering that he was a former
board member of the Board of NORMA. Mr. Chigiyal stated that he
worked with him, and since the nominee is a lawyer, this would
be an asset to the Board when they are doing the work of NORMA,
especially if there are Tuna Commission issues on the high seas,
and also the implementation of the roles of NORMA with the
states. The chairman thanked the witnesses for their comments
regarding the nominee.

The chairman then allowed the members of the committee to
comment on the nomination. Senator Victor V. Gouland recalled
that during the administration of Governor Johnson Elimo, the
nominee was a board member of NORMA. He further asked the Deputy
Executive Director Chigiyal what are some of the contributions
that the nominee had contributed to NORMA during his tenure as a
board member. Mr. Chigiyal explained that the nominee had
assisted the Board of NORMA and the management in various ways
that has guided NORMA to where we are today. Floor Leader Quincy
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Lawrence had asked if he had approached the President to
nominate him, or the President approached him. The nominee
commented that, to be part of NORMA and to take the
responsibility is not an easy task. Floor Leader Lawrence also
inquired of the nominee on what other alternatives can he
assists the Authority considering that the fishing fees are
shared with the states. The nominee commented that the normal
practice of NORMA, is the use of concession, and not the using
of real cash. Therefore, he recommended that any activities of
NORMA should be focus based on real dollar and not concession
pricing. Chairman Gouland asked the nominee who had recommended
him to serve on the Board of NORMA? The nominee conveyed that he
was approached by the Governor, and he understands that the
President had consulted with the Governor to nominate him. That
is his understanding. Chairman Gouland then asked the nominee
whether he is an employee of the Chuuk State Government. The
nominee indicated that no, he is not an employee of the Chuuk
State Government, and he is not in any capacity to advise the
Governor on any legal matter.

The chairman commented that it is very important to confirm the
nominees to the Board of NORMA given the importance of the role
of the Board and the management of NORMA in the area of
fisheries or fishing fees.

The nominee was given the last opportunity if he can comment on
his nomination. The nominee thanked the committee for
considering his nomination. He is ready to serve the board of
NORMA, and hope that he can be an asset to the Authority if he
is confirmed.

Conclusion

The Committee on Resources and Development has reviewed C.R. No.
23-256, and considered all testimony from the November 19, 2024,
hearing. Your Committee on Resources and Development is in
accord with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-256,
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recommends that it be placed on the resolution calendar for
adoption.

Respectfully submitted,
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION, 2024 \}:{&D C.B. NO. 23-256

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Johnny Meippen to serve as a member of
the Board of Directors of the National Ocean Resource Management
Authority (NORMA), representing the State of Chuuk.

1 WHEREAS, in accordance with section 201(1l) of title 24 of
2 the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), as
3 amended, the Board of Directors of the National Ocean Resource
4 Management Authority is composed of five members; and

5 WHEREAS, section 201(1l)(a) of title 24 of the Code of the
6 Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), as amended,

7 empowers the President of the Federated States of Micronesia to
8 appoint one member from each FSM state to the Board of

9 Directors of NORMA with the advice and consent of Congress; and
10 WHEREAs, the President nominated Mr. Johnny Meippen to

11 represent the State of Chuuk on the NORMA Board of Directors,
12 and this nomination is subject to the advice and consent of

13 Congress as aforesaid; and

14 WHEREAS, Mr. Johnny Meippen is qualified to serve as a

15 member of the Board of Directors of NORMA based on his

16 educational attainment and professional and legal experience;
17 now, therefore,

18 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

19 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,

20 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Johnny

CRL 23-263/PC 23-507



te

C.R. NO. 23-256

R&D

1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
1.9
20
21
22
23
24

25

Meippen to serve as a member of the Board of Directors of
NORMA, representing the State of Chuuk; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation,

and Mr. Johnny Meippen.
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