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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.QQ"Q4
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SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JAMES THOMAS
MOVICK TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (NORMA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF
POHNPEI

NOVEMBER.2£2, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Resources and Development, to which was
referred C. R. No. 23-249, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JAMES
THOMAS MOVICK TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL OCEANIC RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS, REPRESENTING THE STATE OF POHNPEI.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

C.R. No. 23-249 was transmitted to FSM Congress through

Presidential Communications No. 23-487. Your committee held a
hearing on C.R. No. 23-249 on November 15, 2024.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.22-Y
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POHNPEI.

NOVEMBER 20, 2024

The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Chairman Fabian
S. Nimea, Senator S. Perpetua Konman, and Senator Isaac V.
Figir.

The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the Acting
Executive Director Liman Helgenberger, Consultant Eugene
Pangilenan, Deputy Executive Director Mathew Chigiyal from
NORMA, Assistant Attorney General Jun Nakasone from the
Department of Justice, and the President's Representative Belan

Yoma. The nominee was not present during the hearing, but was
zoomed in from Hawaii.

I. Brief Summary of Nominee’s Qualifications

The nominee was the former Director-General of the Pacific
Island Forum Fisheries Agency, the first President/CEO of the
FSM National Fisheries Corporation and also the CEO of Pohnpei
Fisheries Corporation. The nominee attended the University of
Washington Institute of Marine Studies in the USA.

II. Committee Hearing

Your chairman opened the hearing and yielded the floor to the
nominee to comment on his nomination. The nominee greeted the
members of the committee, and the nominee who zoomed in from
Vanuatu. Chairman Nimea commented that he has no doubt the bio
data of the nominee speaks volume.

The nominee stated that the President has contacted him, and he
has no hesitation to serve on the board. One of the things that
he is concerned about is the role of a board member and the
management’s role. There needs to be a coordinated working
relationship of the board members and the management so the
Authority can perform its duties and responsibilities smoothly.
He also commented on the fisheries policy, which will enhance
the work of NORMA. He thanked the President for his confidence
in nominating him to serve as a board member on the NORMA board.
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.23-44
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Chairman thanked the nominee for his comments, which are very
important to the advancement of our sustainable development in
regards to the tuna industry. He then yielded the floor to the
management of NORMA. Acting Executive Director reiterated the
nominee’s background, as a former Director of the Fisheries
Forum Agency, his background in the fisheries sector is relevant
to the post that he is being considered. Deputy Director Mathew
Chigiyal also commented that the nominee will add value to the
work of the management considering his working background. 1In
fact, the nominee already commented on the concern of the duties
involved as member of the board and the duties of the
management. He has no doubt the nominee will be an asset to the
work of the Authority. The President’s office representative
also show strong support for the nominee. The Department of
Justice also echoed its support for the nominee. The consultant
Eugene Pangelinan stated that the nominee is his brother-in-law;
nevertheless, he has performed very well when he was the
Executive Director of the Forum Fisheries Agency. He also
stated that the nominee is a commercial fisherman himself, in
which the nominee is very mindful of the challenges facing the
fisheries sector. He also stated that the biggest challenge of
NORMA is the interchanging roles of the members and the
management, in which the nominee already highlighted in his
comment that he is very conscious of this challenge.

Chairlady Konman commented that he has no doubt the nominee is
fully qualified considering the working background of the
nominee. She fully supports the nominee. Chairman Isaac Figir
also commented that he knew the nominee considering his working
experience in the fisheries sector in the nation and also in the
region and echoed his full support for the nominee.

Chairman Nimea thank the witnesses and the nominee for availing
themselves to be present at the hearing. He also urged the
management to try to fill in all the vacant positions in the
Authority so work can go smoothly.



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NoO.23-A4

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. JAMES THOMAS
MOVICK TO SERVE AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE
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Chairman Nimea then gave the nominee the last opportunity to
comment. The nominee mentioned the concept of “fiduciary
responsibility”. He stated that as a board member, one needs to
be mindful of this fiduciary responsibility and not to ignore it
so the working relationship of the board and management can be
fully coordinated.

Conclusion

The Committee on Resources and Development has reviewed C.R. No.
23-249, and considered all testimony from the November 15, 2024,
hearing. Your Committee on Resources and Development is in
accord with the intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-249,
recommends that it be placed on the resolution calendar for
adoption.

Respectfully submitted,

= Ao

abian S. Nimea, chairman Isaac V. Figir, member
Esmond E. Moses, member victor V. Gouland member
Merlynn AbellolAyéﬁhso, member Johnson A. Asher, member
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

o w.23-249
R&ID

FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION, 2024

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. James Thomas Movick to serve as a
board member of the National Oceanic Resource Management Authority
(NORMA) Board of Directors, representing the state of Pohnpei.

1 WHEREAS, in accordance with section 201(1) of title 24 of
2 the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), the
3 Board of Directors of the National Oceanic Resource Management
4 Authority is composed of five members; and

5 WHEREAS, section 201(1l)(a) of title 24 of the Code of the
6 Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), empowers the

7 President of the Federated States of Micronesia to appoint one
8 member from each FSM state with the advice and consent of

9 Congress; and
10 WHEREAS, the President nominated Mr. James Thomas Movick
11 to represent Pohnpei State on the National Oceanic Resource
12 Management Authority Board of Directors, and the nomination is
13 subject to the advice and consent of Congress as aforesaid;
14 and
15 WHEREAS, Mr. Movick is qualified to serve as NORMA board
16 member based on his educational attainment and professional
17 experience; now, therefore,
18 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

19 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,

20 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. James
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Thomas Movick to serve as a member of the National Oceanic
Resource Management Authority Board of Directors, representing
Pohnpei State; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Governor of each state of the Nation,

and Mr. James Thomas Movick.
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