CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

¢
o 7 P.O. Box PS 3
iz ii Palikir, Sokehs
{;; DA Pohnpei State, FM 96941
LG - Tel: (691) 320-2324/2325/2326/2327/2337/2338/2707
N IO PRt e 20N =196
‘“‘lﬁﬂliiff"' Fax: (691) 320-5122
COMMITTEE ON
JUDICIARY AND

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 23“ EB-
RE: C.R. NO. 23-233/J&GO

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MRS. FRITA
IRONS TO SERVE AS THE NATIONAL ELECTION
COMMISSIONER FOR THE STATE OF CHUUK

NOVEMBER 2§, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses

Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Judiciary & Governmental Operations, to which
was referred C.R. NO. 23-233, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MRS. FRITA
IRONS TO SERVE AS THE NATIONAL ELECTION COMMISSIONER
FOR THE STATE OF CHUUK.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee is mindful that the role of the National Election
Commissioner for the State of Chuuk is currently vacant. The
next General Election is scheduled for March 4, 2025, which is
less than four months away. Given that the duties, and
responsibilities of the national election commissioner position
is vital and the time sensitive nature of the upcoming general
election, the Committee appreciates that this position should be
filled to ensure the National Election Office is able to conduct
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the election at full capacity with all the necessary staff
support.

Mrs. Irons education and professional experience would be an
asset to the National Election Commission functions as the
National Election Office prepares for the upcoming election,
which requires on the ground work and coordination in Chuuk,
because of her public service experience. Mrs. Iron is
currently the Coordinator for the Cancer Program at the Chuuk
Department of Health Services and has served in this position
since 2018. Prior to her work with the Chuuk Department of
Health Services, the nominee was a fiscal and administrative
officer with Chuuk State from 2010 to 2018, and tax auditor with
Chuuk State from 2007 to 2008. Mrs. Irons also graduated from
the College of Micronesia-FSM with an Associate Degree in
Business.

On November 15, 2024, your Committee held a nomination hearing
on C.R. 23-233.

SUMMARY OF THE NOVEMBER 15, 2024 J&GO COMMITTEE NOMNATION
HEARING ON C.R. NO. 23-233:

Congressional Members present at Committee hearing: Chairman
Johnson Asher, Senator Fabian Nimea, and Senator Julio Marar.

Witness present at the Committee hearing to testify: Mrs. Frita
Irons (Nominee), FSM National Election Director Ausen T.
Lambert, and the Office of the President (Acting Chief of Staff
Yolanda Mori and Special Assistant Belan Yoma).

Chairman Asher opened the hearing by welcoming the nominee,
congressional members, and witnesses. The Chairman opened the
floor to opening statements from the nominee, Mrs. Frita Irons.

The nominee, Mrs. Frita Irons, expressed humility and
appreciation for the nomination to be a national election
commissioner. Mrs. Irons stated that she welcomed the
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opportunity to appear at the hearing and is ready to answer any
questions regarding her consideration for the position.

Chairman Asher asked the witnesses to share any background
information the President’s decision to nominate Mrs. Irons and
discussions with the nominee on the role prior to her
nomination.

Mr. Yoma testified that the Office of the President consulted
with the nominee prior to her nomination and asked her if she
could perform the job. Mr. Yoma explained that Mrs. Irons
accepted the nomination and expressed the President’s strong
support for Mrs. Irons filling the position as the national
election commissioner for the state of Chuukcontributions into
the system, rather than decreasing any benefits.

Senator Nimea and Senator Marar both expressed their support for
the nominee, and shared that they have known the nominee for a
long time and believe in the nominee’s ability to do the job as
national election commissioner. Senator Marar discussed in
detail his experience with and knowledge of the nominee’s work
as a key staff at the Chuuk State Department of Health Services.

Senator Nimea discussed the importance of the national election
commissioner position in Chuuk and need to fill the position
right away given the unique needs in coordinating an election in
Chuuk, which demands a lot of preparation. Senator Nimea
explained that Mrs. Frita F. Irons, qualifications and
contributions as a public servant are well known to the
Committee. Senator Nimea reflected on his personal knowledge of
the nominee, and noted that the need for the national election
commissioner position to be held by a person like the nominee,
whom is efficient in organizing, managing, and coordinating in
the governance setting.

Chairman Asher joined the sentiments of Senator Marar and
Senator Nimea, highlighting the importance of the national
election commissioner position and need to fill the position
given the preparation needs for the upcoming general election.
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The Chairman also recognized that while the national election
commissioner role would be a new position for Mrs. Irons, the
nominee would be able to fulfill her duties with the support of
the National Election Director and his staff.

Senator Marar asked the nominee if she was ready to take on the
job of national election commissioner given the time sensitive
nature of election being only a few months away. Senator Marar
questioned whether the nominee has the capacity to do all that
needed to be done in preparation of the election in such a short
period of time. Senator Marar also sought the nominee to opine
on what she was doing to prepare to physically be in the
national election commissioner office in consideration of her
current role as Coordinator for the Cancer Program at the Chuuk
Department of Health Services.

Mrs. Irons answered yes, and testified that she was ready to
take on the job and responsibilities as national election
commissioner for the state of Chuuk.

In follow-up to the nominee response, Senator Marar highlighted
the need for the national election commissioner and staff to be
present and available at the office to answer voter and
delegation questions, and quickly respond to the needs of the
voters and voter related documentation requests. The Senator
reflected on constituent concerns of National Election
Commissioner staff at the Chuuk office not coming into the
office.

Chairman Asher closed the hearing by expressing his support for
the nominee, and opened the floor for closing statements.

The National Election Director asked for the Committee support
in recommending Congress consideration and confirmation of the
nominee.

Ms. Yolanda Mori emphasized the crucial role of the national
election commissioner and the President’s hope to fill this
position for some time. Ms. Mori stated that the President has
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strong confidence in the ability and capacity of Mrs. Irons to
do the job because of her background, network and skills. Ms.
Mori also noted that Mrs. Irons is well known and established in
Chuuk.

The nominee, Mrs. Frita Irons, thanked the Committee for their
time and Congress’ consideration of her nomination.

Chairman Asher adjourned the nomination hearing.
CONCLUSION

Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations has
reviewed C.R No. 23-233, and considered testimony from the
November 15, 2024 hearing. Your Committee on Judiciary and
Governmental Operations recommends that C.R. 23-233 is placed on
the resolution calendar for adoption in the form attached hereto
as C.R. No. 23-233 CDl1.
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Respectfully submitted,
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TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

FIFTH REGULAR SESSION, 2024 C.R. NO. 23-233, C.D.1

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mrs. Frita F. Irons to serve as the
National Election Commissioner for the state of Chuuk.

1 WHEREAS, the President has nominated Mrs. Frita F. Irons to
2 serve as the National Election Commissioner for the state of Chuuk
3 pursuant to section 301(2)(a) of title 9 of the Code of the

4 Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated); and

5

6

7 Ped - Seat - o 1

8 WHEREAS, this nomination is subject to the advice and consent
9 of the Twenty-Third Congress under section 302(2)(a) of title 9 of

10 the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated); and
11 WHEREAS, Mrs. Frita F. Irons is qualified for this position
12 as required by law, given her work experience in the Chuuk State
13 Government, Assistant Management positions of private companies
14 and other professional capacities that she has held in the past;
15 now, therefore,

16 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the Federated

17 States of Micronesia, [Third—Regutrer] Fourth Special Session,

18 2024, that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mrs. Frita
19 F. Irons to serve as the National Election Commissioner for the

20 state of Chuuk; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of Justice, the
Director of the FSM National Election Office, and to Mrs. Frita F.

Irons.

Date: 9/27/24 Introduced by: /s/ Quincy Lawrence
Quincy Lawrence
(by request)
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Frita F. Irons

Q P.0.Box 788, Weno Chuuk, FM 96942 &,

<>

691-330-7490

M finesufon@hotmail.com

691-930-1686

PROFILE

More than 10 years successful experience in management, customer
@rvice and support with recognized strengths in management, staff
support, planning and implementing proactive procedures to avoid

problems dealing with daily transaction/operation.

EDUCATION

i
o N

+ Chaminade University - 1yr Fall ‘92-Spring’93 Major
o in Business Management & Accounting Computer Literate: Word, Excel,

+ College of Micronesia - Spring ‘98AS PowerPoint, Data Spreadsheet, typing,
. ) operate on office equipment; speak,
o Degree in Business read & write in Chuukese and English

o Awarded Highest GPA in Business 2007-2008 languages.
+ College of Micronesia - Law classes 2011-2012

WORK EXPERIENCE

June 2018 to Present - Program Director/Coordinator
¥ Dept. of Health Services - Comp. Cancer Program
+ Febrifary 2010 to June 2018 - Fiscal & Administrative OfficerFebruary
¢ 2009 to December 2009 - Internal Relief Officer
» Bank of FSM - Chuuk Branch
« February 2007 to December 2008 - Tax Auditor
« Chuuk State Government - Dept. of Admin. Services/Division of Tax & Rev.
+ October 2000 to January 2007 - Office Manager
« Small Business Dev. Center - Chuuk State Government
+ August 1998 to September 2000 - Assistant Manager
= Sunset View Enterprises
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