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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. Z3-97
RE: C.R. NO. 23-255/EDUC

SUBJECT: TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MS. YOLANDA
JOAB-MORI TO SERVE AS MEMBER OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA NATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP BOARD, REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT

NOVEMBER 2/, 2024

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred C.R. NO. 23-255,
entitled:

“A RESOLUTION To confirm the nomination of Ms. Yolanda
Joab-Mori to serve as member of the Federated States of
Micronesia National Scholarship Board, representing the
National Government.”,

begs leave to report as follows:
The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its title.

Your Committee recognizes the need for capable and talented
leadership on the Federated States of Micronesia National Scholarship
Board, hereinafter referred to as the “Scholarship Board.” The
Scholarship Board has a unique role in promoting educational
opportunity within the Federated States of Micronesia. The
Scholarship Board has the sole authority to award post-secondary
scholarships, financial aid and grant awards from national
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appropriations designated for those purposes. In addition to other
responsibilities, the Scholarship Board is statutorily tasked with
promoting the education and training of students in post-secondary
programs.

The nominee, Ms. Yolanda Joab-Mori, has a range of public service-
oriented work experience that would prepare her well for this
Scholarship Board position. Ms. Joab-Mori is currently the Acting
Chief of Staff for the FSM President and has recently served as a
Special Assistant to the FSM President. From 2020 to 2023, she was
the Blue Prosperity Micronesia Coordinator for the FSM National
Government. She has also previously served as: the FSM President’s
Advocate on Climate Change (2020); the Head of Renewable Energy for
Chuuk Public Utilities Corporation (2019-2020); a Community
Resilience Specialist for Pacific Resources for Education & Learning
(2017-2019); and a Senior Program Officer for Climate Change
Adaptation & Education for the International Organization for
Migration (2011-2018). Ms. Joab-Mori is the founder of Island PRIDE
Micronesia, a Chuuk-based nonprofit organization dedicated to
building community resilience by empowering youth. She has also
served as a keynote speaker at a wide array of international
conventions and forums.

Ms. Joab-Mori holds an Associate’s degree from the College of
Micronesia-FSM, where she graduated as President of the Phi Theta
Kappa International Honors Society (2010). She has also completed
online coursework from Chaminade University and other institutions.

Your Committee on Education discussed Ms. Joab-Mori’s nomination in
detail at a meeting on November 20, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., in the
Congress Members’ Lounge. Present at the meeting were: Chairman
Joseph J. Urusemal; Speaker Esmond B. Moses; the nominee, Ms. Joab-
Mori; representatives from the FSM Department of Education; and a
representative from the FSM President’s Office.
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At the meeting, Chairman Urusemal asked the nominee whether serving
on the Scholarship Board would present any scheduling conflicts with
the nominee’s current job within the Office of the President. The
nominee responded that she did not believe that it would; she also
noted that many of the Board’s meetings are currently held remotely.
The nominee shared that, through her work in the Office of the
President, she has developed an intricate understanding of the
various challenges facing the country. She stated that this
understanding would help her identify the greatest scholarship needs
for the country.

The nominee also testified about some of the unique perspectives that
she felt she could bring to the Scholarship Board. The nominee
described how she personally struggled, at times when she was
younger, with accessing educational opportunities. The nominee
stated this previous struggle has motivated her to make education
more appealing and accessible to young FSM citizens. She emphasized
the need not only for formal or abstract educational opportunities in
the FSM, but also for education to “feel accessible” to young FSM
citizens.

Ms. Joab-Mori’s background and experience would help enable her to
provide valuable and effective leadership on the Scholarship Board.
Your Committee notes that Ms. Joab-Mori has been recommended for this
position by the President. Absent any contrary indication, your
Committee believes that the nominee is well-qualified for the
position.

CONCLUSION
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Your Committee on Education has reviewed C.R. No. 23-255 and is in
accord with its intent and purpose. The Committee recommends that
C.R. No. 23-255 is placed on the resolution calendar for adoption.
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Respectfully submitted,

Julio M. Marar, vice chairman

ence, member
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Esmond B. Moses, member #bbson U. Romolow, member



