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The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Third Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fourth Special Session, 2024

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred C. R.
No. 23-142, entitled:

“A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NOMINATION OF MR. SOHS
JOHEN TC SERVE AS THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.”,

begs leave to report as follows:

The intent and purpose of this resolution are expressed in its
title.

Your Committee held a hearing on C.R. No. 23-254 on November 20
2024,

The hearing was attended by Members of Congress: Speaker Esmond
B. Moses, Floor Leader Quincy Lawrence, Chairman Isaac V. Figir,
Senator Fabian S. Nimea, Senator Johnson A. Asher, Senator
Victor V. Gouland, Senator Perpetua S. Konman, Senator Merlynn
A. Alfonso, and Senator Julio M. Marar.
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The hearing was also attended by witnesses including the
President’s Representative Belan Yoma, Acting Chief of Staff for
the President’s Office Yolanda Mori; the Nominee from the
Department of Finance and Administration Sohs John, and a
Representative of the Department of Justice.

I. Summary of Qualifications

Mr. Sohs John, the nominee, attended the College of Micronesia
where he received an Associate of Science Degree in 1993.

Since completing his education, the nominee has had a long
career in public service and held many positions which include
financial responsibility including: Accountant for the Bank of
the FSM; IT and Budget Analyst for the Office of Compact
Management; Chief of Budget for the Office of Statistics,
Budget, Overseas Development, and Compact Management; and
Assistant Secretary for the Division of Budget and Economic
Management under the Department of Finance and Administration.

The nominee has also served as an IT Manager for Office of the
US Peace Corps HQ in Pohnpei and IT Manager for the Office of
Project Management Unit.

II. Committee Hearing

The nominee was asked questions about whether he had discussed
his nomination with the President’s office and his feelings on
taking the role and its responsibilities. The nominee responded
by explaining that he had spoken to the President about his
nomination, and quickly accepted. The nominee stated that the
goal of the creation of the position was to improve the
Department and its procedures that had been overwhelmed after
COVID-19.

Questions were posed to the nominee about what the position
would allow him to do that he otherwise was unable to in his
current position. To answer he spoke about the opportunity to
coordinate the Department’s work as a whole, explaining the
Department had been overwhelmed over the last few years and by
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taking the position he would be able to work with staff
throughout the Department to evaluate the issues in each of the
Divisions and begin the process of fixing issues that have come
to light after the completion of the most recent audit.

Questions were also raised by Senators about whether the
Department would be able to find a replacement for his current
position. The nominee explained that there are a few Budget
Officers he has knowledge of who, he is confident, would be good
replacements to take his current position.

Finally, the Senators asked questions about the nominee’s
thoughts on the FY2022 audit report. The nominee responded to
explain that he had not had time to look over the audit in its
entirety but had seen the flagged issues on documentation and
capacity. To begin to work on those issues the nominee noted
that the Department is working on installing a new finance
system to take the place of the current one. This new system
would help with data integrity which is where the Department had
issues in answering questions for the auditors. Additionally,
the position would allow him to work with staff on clarifying
their understanding of the financial policies important to
keeping the government'’s finances in order in totality.

In closing the meeting, Senators offered their support to the
nominee stating that he is a problem fixer and they hope he can
continue to do so should he approved for the position of Deputy
Secretary. The Chair thanked the nominee, members of Congress,
and witnesses for their attendance and closed the meeting.

III. Conclusion

The Committee on Ways and Means has reviewed C.R. No. 23-254,
and considered all testimony from the November 20, 2024,
hearing. Your Committee on Ways and Means is in accord with the
intent and purpose of C.R. No. 23-254, and recommends that it be
placed on the resolution calendar for adoption.
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Respectfully submitted,
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FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION, 2024

A RESOLUTION

To confirm the nomination of Mr. Sohs John to serve as the Deputy
Secretary of the Department of Finance and Administration of the
Federated States of Micronesia.

1 WHEREAS, the President has nominated Mr. Sohs John to

2 serve as the Deputy Secretary of the Department of Finance and
3 Administration of the Federated States of Micronesia; and

4 WHEREAS, a deputy secretary position is subject to the

5 advice and consent of Congress of the Federated States of

6 Micronesia; and

7 WHEREAS, Mr. John has the essential professional

8 experience and qualification making him a suitable candidate to
9 serve as the Deputy Secretary of the Department of Finance and
10 Administration; now, therefore,

11 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Third Congress of the

12 Federated States of Micronesia, Fourth Special Session, 2024,
13 that Congress hereby confirms the nomination of Mr. Sohs John
14 to serve as the Deputy Secretary of the Department of Finance
15 and Administration of the Federated States of Micronesia; and
16
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia, the Secretary of the Department of

Finance and Administration, and to Mr. Sohs John.

Date: \\[thQQ Introduced by:

(by request)
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