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A RESOLUTION 

 
Expressing the sincere gratitude and appreciation of the 
Twenty-Fourth Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia to 
Isaac V. Figir for his many years of dedicated service to the 
Federated States of Micronesia. 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir was born in Yap on August 20, 1 

1947; and 2 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir attended St. Mary’s School and 3 

graduated from Yap High School, before earning a Bachelor of 4 

Science degree from the University of Guam in 1972 and a Master 5 

of Arts degree in Community Development from Southern Illinois 6 

University in 1975; and  7 

 WHEREAS, from the beginning of his career, Isaac V. Figir 8 

demonstrated an unwavering commitment to public service, serving 9 

in the Yap State Department of Public Affairs and as a legal 10 

researcher and legal counselor for the Micronesian Legal 11 

Services Corporation; and 12 

 WHEREAS, in 1978, Isaac V. Figir began working for the 13 

Commission on the Future Political Status and Transition of the 14 

Micronesian Islands, of which he later became the Executive 15 

Director; and 16 

 WHEREAS, in 1983, at the age of only 36 years, Isaac V. 17 

Figir was first elected to serve as the two-year representative 18 

of Yap State, in the Third Congress of the Federated States of 19 
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Micronesia; and 1 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir was reelected to serve as a 2 

representative of Yap State in all subsequent Congresses of the 3 

Federated States of Micronesia, through the Twenty-Third 4 

Congress; and 5 

 WHEREAS, as a representative in the Congress of the 6 

Federated States of Micronesia, Isaac V. Figir demonstrated 7 

unfailing leadership and the highest of ideals, earning the 8 

respect of his colleagues and the role of the Speaker of the 9 

Fifteenth through Seventeenth Congresses; and 10 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir served on numerous committees of 11 

the Congresses of the Federated States of Micronesia throughout 12 

his distinguished career, which included roles as the Chairman 13 

of the Committee on External Affairs, the Chairman of the 14 

Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations, and the 15 

Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means; and 16 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir is a true statesman who embodies 17 

the values of vision, integrity, and stewardship, bridging 18 

traditional wisdom with modern governance to foster national 19 

unity and safeguard the FSM’s future; and 20 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir was regarded as a leader on a wide 21 

range of issues, from climate change to financial and budgetary 22 

matters, and his guidance and actions have paved the way for a 23 

brighter, stronger, and more secure future for our Nation; and 24 

 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir’s particular attention to the 25 
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serious threats and impacts of climate change prompted him to 1 

co-introduce the landmark Federated States of Micronesia Climate 2 

Change Act and to travel throughout the world advocating for our 3 

Nation’s interests on a wide array of climate-related issues, 4 

including participation at the first Conference of the Parties 5 

to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP1); and 6 

  WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir’s commitment to our Nation’s 7 

financial security led him to champion the creation and growth 8 

of the FSM Trust Fund, which accumulated over $500 million in 9 

assets under his oversight and guidance; and 10 

 WHEREAS, his stewardship of the FSM Trust Fund laid the 11 

foundation for a resilient financial future, showcasing his 12 

dedication to sustainability and fiscal responsibility; and 13 

 WHEREAS, throughout his career, Isaac V. Figir worked 14 

tirelessly to promote national unity, routinely visiting many of 15 

our Nation’s most remote locations, including the Outer Islands 16 

of Yap, to engage with local communities and promote sustainable 17 

agriculture practices; and 18 

 WHEREAS, these grassroots efforts reflected his deep 19 

connection to the people he served, embodying the spirit of 20 

inclusion and empowerment; and 21 

 WHEREAS, after 42 years of dedicated service as a member of 22 

the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia, and as the 23 

sitting Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, Issac V. 24 

Figir made the decision not to run for reelection; and 25 
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 WHEREAS, Isaac V. Figir’s final term as a member of the 1 

Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia ended on May 11, 2 

2025; and 3 

 WHEREAS, throughout his tenure as a representative in the 4 

Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia, Isaac V. Figir 5 

was widely known and respected for his character, discipline, 6 

wisdom, humility, and graciousness; and 7 

 WHEREAS, his exemplary leadership and profound commitment 8 

to the nation have left a legacy that will inspire future 9 

generations; and 10 

 WHEREAS, our Nation has benefitted immensely from the many 11 

years of dedicated public service given by Isaac V. Figir; now, 12 

therefore, 13 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Fourth Congress of the 14 

Federated States of Micronesia, First Regular Session, 2025, 15 

that Congress hereby expresses its sincere gratitude and 16 

appreciation to Issac V. Figir, for his many years of dedicated 17 

service to our Nation; and 18 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Congress acknowledges Isaac V. 19 

Figir as a statesman whose vision, integrity, and stewardship 20 

have profoundly shaped the Federated States of Micronesia’s path 21 

toward a brighter future; and 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this 1 

resolution be transmitted to the President of the Federated 2 

States of Micronesia, the Governor of the State of Yap, the 3 

Speaker of the Eleventh Yap State Legislature, the Chairmen of 4 

the Council of Pilung and Council of Tamol, and Mr. Issac V. 5 

Figir. 6 

 7 

Date: 5/29/25 Introduced by: /s/ Joseph J. Urusemal 8 
             Joseph J. Urusemal 
 9 

 10 

 11 

/s/ Andy P. Choor  12 
            Andy P. Choor 
 13 
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