TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

24-115
FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 2026 J&GO C.B. NO.

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend title 9 of the Code of the Federated States of Micronesia
(Annotated), by amending sections 102, 103, 405, and 704 thereof, for the
purpose of allowing eligible persons to register to vote and cast a
provisional ballot in national elections on election day; and for other
purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA:

1 Section 1. Section 102 of title 9 of the Code of the

2 Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), is hereby amended to

3 read as follows:

4 “Section 102. Definitions.

5 The following terms shall have the following meanings:
6 (1) “Citizen” means a citizen as defined by the

7 Constitution of the Federated States of Micronesia and
8 title 7 of this code;

9 (2) “Congress” means the Congress of the Federated
10 States of Micronesia;

11 (3) “Congressional Election District” means the

12 district apportioned by population for which a two-year
13 term Member is elected;

14 (4) “Election Day” means the date in the Federated
15 States of Micronesia on which National Elections are

16 conducted in the Federated States of Micronesia without
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regard to the actual date at any Polling Place outside
the Federated States of Micronesia;

(5) “Member” means a two-year or four-year member of
the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia;

(6) “Municipality” means a subdivision of a
Congressional Election District;

(7) “National Election” means any general or special
election for a Member, or any national referendum on a
constitutional amendment;

(8) “National Election Director” means the person
appointed in accordance with subsection 302(1) of this
title:

(9) “National Election Office” means the office or
other locations designated by the National Election
Director as a location from where official national
election activities are carried out;

(10) “National Voter Register” means the list of all
Registered Voters in the Federated States of Micronesia
who registered to vote with a National Election Office;

(11) “Polling Place” means a location officially
designated by the National Election Director where

voters cast their ballots in a National Election,
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including special polling places, VAAPP polling places,
mobile polling places and traveler polling places;

(12) “Polls” may refer to two or more Polling Places,
or all Polling Places generally;

(13) “President” means the President of the Federated
States of Micronesia;

(14) “Provisional Ballot” means a ballot cast by a

citizen who is not on the National Voter Register at

least thirty days prior to Election Day.

[t34)] (15) “Public Property” means any land, buildings,
facilities, vessels, vehicles, equipment, supplies or
other resources that are owned, operated or controlled
by the National Government, a State government or a
municipal government, or any subdivision, agency or
department thereof;

[t¥5)] (16) “Public Employee” means any employee of the
National Government, a State government or a municipal
government, or any subdivision, agency or department
thereof;

[t¥6)r] (17) “Registered Voter” means a person who has

registered to vote pursuant to chapter 4 of this title;
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(18) “Regular Ballot” means a ballot cast by a citizen

who is on the National Voter Register at least thirty

days prior to Election Day.

[t¥7r] (19) “Resident” means a person who qualifies as a
resident under the laws of the State in which the person
has registered, or seeks to register, to vote;

[t¥8)] (20) “Signature List” means the certified list of
Registered Voters in a Municipality or Congressional
Election District that any person seeking to vote on
Election Day must sign at their designated Polling Place
before being issued a ballot;

[t35)] (21) “State” means one of the four States of the
Federated States of Micronesia;

[t+26)] (22) “State Election Office” means the official
office or other locations designated by the State
election officials or state government as a location from
where official state election activities are carried out;
[t23)r] (23) “State Voter Register” means the list of
Registered Voters for a Congressional Election District
or Municipality who registered to vote with a State
Election Office;

[+229] (24) “VAAPP” means voting at another polling

place in accordance with section 604 of this title; and
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[t23)] (25) “Voter Identification Card” means an
identification card issued under the authority of the
National Election Director to a Registered Voter that
contains the Registered Voter's name, registration
number, State, Congressional Election District,
Municipality, date of birth, sex, signature and other
identifying information, and that provides a means of
indicating whether that Registered Voter has already

cast a ballot in each National Election.”

Section 2. Section 103 of title 9 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), is hereby amended to

read as follows:

“Section 103. Eligible Voters.

Every Citizen of the Federated States of Micronesia is

eligible to vote in a National Election if he or she

has fulfilled the following requirements:

(1) is living;

(2) is 18 years of age or older on the day of the

election;

(3) is a Resident of a State;

[t+4H)—hes—Dbeenr—ea Registered—Voter—for—eatteast36—days

. " 1 1 ; ; -1
[+5)r] (4) is not currently under a judgment of mental

incompetency or insanity; and
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[t6)] (5) is not currently under parole, probation,
or sentence for any felony for which he or she has
been convicted by any court of the Federated States of
Micronesia.”
Section 3. Section 405 of title 9 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), is hereby amended to

read as follows:
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“Section 405. Change of registration.

(1) Any Registered Voter who changes his or her
Congressional Election District or Municipality of
residency, but not his or her State of residency, or
who changes his or her name after registration, must
file a change of registration request form and
supporting documentation, as required by the rules and
regulations promulgated pursuant to this title, with

the national election commissioner of his or her State.

(2) Any Registered Voter who (a) changes his or her
State of residency, and (b) wishes to register to vote
in National Elections in his or her new State of
residency, must file a change of registration request
form and supporting documentation, as required by the
rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to this
title, with the national election commissioner of the

new State of residence.
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(3) Upon receipt of a change of registration form
under subsection (1) of this section, the national
election commissioner shall determine whether the
Registered Voter has submitted sufficient proof of his
or her change in name or residency. Upon making this
determination, the national election commissioner shall
cause the entry on the National Voter Register for that
Registered Voter to be amended in order to reflect the

change in name or residency.

(4) Upon receipt of a change of registration form
under subsection (2) of this section, the national
election commissioner of the new State of residence shall

(a) determine whether the Registered Voter has
submitted sufficient proof of his or her change in
residency, and

(b) verify the voter's registration in the
former State of residence with the national election
commissioner of the former State of residence.

Upon verification of change in residency and of prior
registration, the national election commissioner of the
new State of residence shall cause the entry on the
National Voter Register for that Registered Voter to be
amended to reflect the change in residency, and advise

the national election commissioner of the former State
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of residence to remove the Registered Voter from any

lists maintained in that State.

(5) Upon approving a change in residency or name
pursuant to subsections (3) and (4) of this section,
the national election commissioner processing the
request shall notify the Registered Voter of the
approval in writing.

(6) Change of registration forms received by the
national election commissioners less than 30 days
before a National Election shall not be accepted for
that election.

(7) A previously-registered voter who needs to change

residency less than 30 days prior to a National Election

may re-register on Election Day and cast a provisional

ballot.”

Section 4. Section 704 of title 9 of the Code of the
Federated States of Micronesia (Annotated), is hereby further

amended to read as follows:

“Section 704. Checking the register; issuing of

ballots.

(1) A person appearing at any Polling Place to vote,
including absentee Polling Places specified in
subsections 601(3)(b), (c), (d) and (e), shall report
his or her full name to the election board members. If

the person has been issued a voter Identification Card,
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he or she must present that voter Identification Card to
the election board members in order to vote. If the
person has not been issued a Voter Identification Card,
then he or she shall present other proof of identity as
required under the rules and regulations promulgated

pursuant to this title.

(2) An election board member shall then check the
Signature List to determine whether or not the person
appearing is a Registered Voter for that Congressional
Election District and Municipality, and if so, shall
announce the name appearing on the Signature List. Once
the person’s identity has been established and entry
has been found on the Signature List, he or she shall
sign his or her full name next to his or her entry on
the Signature List. An election board member shall then
issue the person an official ballot, and, if the person
has presented a Voter Identification Card, shall mark
the person’s Voter Identification Card so as to indicate
that he or she has already voted in that National

Election.

(3) No person shall be permitted to cast a [batiot]

regular ballot in a National Election at a Polling

Place unless his or her name appears on the Signature
List for that Polling Place and he or she signs the

Signature List; provided, however, that a person shall
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be permitted to cast a Regular Ballot after signing a
supplemental Signature List if:

(a) a person whose name does not appear on the
Signature List but who presents a valid Voter
Identification Card for that Polling Place which
indicates that he or she has not yet voted in that
National Election;

(b) a voter’s name lawfully appears on the
National Voter Registry but is not listed on the
Signature List of the Polling Place in the State,
Congressional Election District or Municipality in
which he or she resides and has voted in at least one
prior national election, and is not listed on the
Signature List of any other Polling Place, or

(c) a voter’s name lawfully appears on the
National Voter Register and is placed on the Signature
List of a Polling Place in a State, Congressional
Election District or Municipality in which the voter
does not reside and the voter has not applied to vote
absentee ballot pursuant to chapter 6 of this title.

(4) A person who registers to vote fewer than 30

days before Election Day shall be permitted to cast a

provisional ballot.
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(a) All provisional ballots cast in an election

shall be kept separate from the Regular Ballots until

they are evaluated for inclusion with the vote count.

(b) Prior to the counting of ballots provided in

section 710, each provisional ballot received at each

centralized location or polling place shall be examined

to verify that the voter of such ballot meets all of

the voter eligibility requirements provided in section

103. If the voter meets the section 103 eligibility

requirements, then that provisional ballot shall be

counted along with the regular ballots for that

election. If the voter does not meet the section 103

eligibility requirements, then that provisional ballot

will be discarded.

[+4r] (5) Any election board member, poll watcher or
Registered Voter may challenge the identity or
eligibility to vote of any person appearing at the
Polling Place to vote on Election Day in accordance

with section 708 of this chapter.

[t5)r] (6) An election board member shall record in the
official log book for the Polling Place the full name,

date of birth, sex and municipality of registration of
any person not allowed to cast a ballot as a result of

subsections (3) or [t+4)] (5) of this section; or whose

provisional ballot is discarded pursuant to subsection
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(4) of this section. The election board member shall

also record in the official log book the reason for

disallowing the person to vote or discarding the

provisional ballot. The person not allowed to vote

pursuant to subsections (3) or (5) of this section

shall then sign the log book next to his or her entry.

[t6)] (7) The National Election Director shall
establish by rules and regulations additional security
measures to prevent election fraud and irregularities

at the Polling Place.”

Section 5. This act shall become law upon approval by the
President of the Federated States of Micronesia or upon its

becoming law without such approval.

Dateﬁ Z%{ Z; Introduced by:
/ Peter M. Christian
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