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The Eonorable Esmond B. Uoses
Speaker
P.O. Box PS 3
FSII Congress
Palikir, Pohnpei FM 96941

Dear Speaker Uoses:

I transmit herewith a certified copy of Congressj.onal

Resolution No. 24-152, which was adopted by the

?wenty-E ourth Congress of the Federated States of

Micronesia, Fifth Regular Session, 2026.

Sincerely,

Jessicalynn Reyes
Chief Clerk
Congress of the
Federated States of Micronesia
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CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUT10N NO.24‐ 152

Tヽ√ENTY‐ FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
FIFTH REGULAR SESSION
SEPTEMBER 15-OCTOBER 4,2026

■ ぶ
●●●

A
RESOLUTION

EXPRESSING THE PROFOlnヾ D GRATITUDE AND APPRECIAT10N OF THE
CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA AND THE PEOPLE OF
THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA TO REVEREND FATHER FRANCIS X.
HEZEL,S.■ ,IN RECOG'NITION OF HIS SEVENTY YEARS AS A IⅥEMBER OF THE
SOCIETY OF JESUS, HIS FIFTY― SEVEN YEARS OF FAITHFUL PRIESTLY
MINISTRY,HIS SIXTY‐ THREE YEARS OF DEVOTED SERVICE TO MICRONESIA,
AND HIS EXTRAORDINARY CONTRIBUT10NS TO THE EDUCATION,HISTORY,
CULTURE,GOVERNANCE,SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT,AND WELL‐ BEING OF THE
PEOPLE OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR:ANDREW R.YATIL卜 lAN

DATE:JULY 4,2026

ADOPTED:SEPTEMBER 18,2026

Jessicalynn Reyes
Chief Clerk, FSM Congress



TWENTY― FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

THIRD SPECIAL SESSION, 2026 CONGRESS■ONAL RESOLUT■ ON NO. 24-152

A RESOLUT■ ON

Expressing the profound gratitude and appreciation of the congress
of the E'ederated States of Micronesia and the people of the
Federated States of Micronesia to Reverend Father Francis x. Hezel,
S.J., in recognition of his seventy years as a member of the
Society of Jesus, his fifty-seven years of faithful priestly
minj-stry, his sixty-three years of devoted service to Micronesia,
and his extraordinary contributions to the education, history,
culture, governance, social development, and well-being of the
people of the Federated States of Micronesia.
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WHEREAS, Reverend Father Francis xavier Heze1, S.J.,
entered the Society of Jesus on July 14, 7956, was ordained to

the Holy Priesthood on June 13, 1969, and dedicated his life to

God and to the service of humanity; and

WHEREAS, Father Heze1 first came to Micronesia in 1963 as a

Jesuit schol-astic and teacher at xavier High School in Chuuk,

beginning what has become more than sixty-three years of

faithful, seIf1ess, and transformative service to the people of

Micronesia; and

WHEREAS, throughout his ministry, Father Hezel has

faithfully served as a teacher, principal, dj-rector of Xavier

High School, assistant pastor, regional superior of the Jesuits

of Mj-cronesia, local superior of the Jesuits on Pohnpei, parish

priest, educator, researcher, historj-an, author, mentor, and

advocate for the people of Micronesia; and

WHEREAS, Father Hezel played a foundational role in the
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development of modern education in the Trust Territory of the

Pacific Islands and later in the Federated States of Micronesia

by directing the development of the Micronesian Social Studies

Program, authoring and co-authoring curriculum materials used

throughout Micronesia, organizing teacher training workshops,

promoting culturally relevant education, introducing innovative

educational programs at Xavier High School, and continually
encouraging excellence in education across the region; and

WHEREAS, in the faII of 1976, Father Hazel- became the first

Director of Xavier High School to allow for the admission of

girls into the school; and

WHEREAS, as Director of Xavier High School and later

Director of the Micronesian Seminar, Eather Hezel nurtured

generations of Micronesian l-eaders whose service has

strengthened government, education, churches, businesses, and

communities throughout the Federated States of Micronesia and

the Pacific region; and

WHEREAS, as Director of the Micronesian Semj-nar for nearly

four decades, Father Hezel transformed the institution into one

of the Pacific's premier centers for research, education,

historical preservation, and public dialogue, through

establ-ishing an internationally recognized library, photographic

archive, historical csllections, publications, documentaries,

and educatj-onal- resources dedicated to preserving the heritage

and advancj-ng the future of Mj-cronesia; and
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WHEREAS, Father Hezel has consistentl-y elevated the social

conscience of Mj-cronesia by conducting pioneering research and

public education on issues affecting isLand societies, including

educatj-on, youth development, suicide prevention, behavioral

health, family life, migration, economic reform, governance,

land use, substance abuse, public health, political development,

and sustainable human development, thereby helping policymakers

and citizens alike better understand and address the challenges

facing the nationi and

WHEREAS, through conferences, workshops, publications,

documentaries, television programs, radio productions, public

forums, and the Mj.cronesian Seminar's educational outreach,

Father Hezel has encouraged informed civic participation,

strengthened democratic values, promoted responsible leadership,

and fostered constructive dialogue throughout Micronesia; and

WHEREAS, Father Hezel has authored numerous books,

monographs, scholarly articles, educational materials, and

historical works that have become indispensable references for
understanding the history, cultures, traditions, and

contemporary development of Micronesia, ensuring that future
generations will continue to benefit from his scholarship and

unwavering conmitment to preserving the identity and heritage of

the Micronesian people; and

WHEREAS, Father Hezel- has generously shared his expertise

with governments, educational institutions, regional
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organizations, international development agencies, churches,

universities, and community organj.zations, providing wise

counsel and practical guidance in educatj-on, governance,

economic development, behavioral health, historical-
preservation, and public policy throughout Micronesia and the

wider Pacifici and

WHEREAS, Father Hezel's distinguished service has been

recognized through numerous honors, including honorary doctorate

degrees from the University of Guam and Fordham University,

awards for outstanding contributions to Pacific education and

Micronesian history and culture, and recognition by leading

academic and professional organizations throughout the Pacific

and beyond; and

WHEREAS, whife his scholarly accomplishments are

extraordinary, father Hezel is perhaps best recognized by the

people of Micronesia for his humility, compassion, intellectual

integrity, unwavering faith, deep respect for Micronesj-an

cultures and traditions, and his Iifelong commitment to helping

the people of Micronesia understand themselves, preserve their
heritage, and shape their own futures with coofidence and

dignity; and

WHEREAS, the Congress of the Federated States of Micronesia

joins the people of this nation in cel-ebrating Father Hezel-'s

seventieth anniversary as a Jesuit, his fifty-seventh sacerdotal

anniversary, and his sixty-three years of dedicated service to
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Micronesiai now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Twenty-Fourth Congress of the

Federated States of Micronesia, Fifth Regular Session, 2026,

that the Congress hereby expresses its deepest gratitude,

admiration, and heartfelt appreciation to Reverend Father

Francis X. Heze1, S.J., for his lifetime of exceptional service

and immeasurabfe contributions to the Federated States of

Micronesia and its people; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Congress recognizes Father

Hezel as one of the foremost educators, historians, scholars,

and advocates for Micronesia, whose work has profoundly

influenced the nation's educational development, historical
preservation, social awareness, public policy, and leadership;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Congress extends its

warmest congratulations to Father Hezel on the joyous occasion

of his seventieth annj-versary as a Jesuit, his fifty-seventh
sacerdotal anniversary, and his sixty-three years of devoted

service in Micronesia, and offers its sincere prayers for his

continued good health, happiness, and many more years of

faithful ministry; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this
Resolution be transmitted to the President of the Eederated

States of Micronesia; the Governors of each state of the nation;

the Bishop of the Dioceses of the Caroline Islandsi Xavier High
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CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUT■ ON NO. 24-152

1 School; the Micronesian Seminar; the Superior of the Micronesian

2 Jesuit Community i the Provincial Superior of the USA East

3 Province of the Society of Jesus; Reverend Father Francis x.

4 Hezel , S.J.; and such other persons and offices as may be

5 appropriate.
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8  ADOPTED: September 18′  2026
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Esmond B. Moses
Speaker
FSM Congress

Jessicalynn Reyes
Chief Clerk
FSM Congress
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