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SUBJECT:

SEPTEMBER 2を 2026

The Honorable Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Fourth Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Regular Session, 2026

Dear Speaker,

Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations, to
which was referred Congressional Resolution No. 24-1,65,
entitled:
′′A RESOLUTON GIVING ADVICE AND CONSENT′  PURSUANT TO
A:RTICLE XI′  SECT10N 3′  OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA′  TO THE APPOINTMENT OF
MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS AN ASSOCIATE JUSTICE
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIA.′′′

begs leave

NOMINAT■ ON OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

The
its
■ntent
t■ t■ e.

to report as follows:

and purpose of this resolution are expressed ■ n

Your Coュ lm■ ttee rev■ewed the Pres■ dent■al cOFnmun■ Cat■On that
accompan■ed C.R. No. 24-165 (P.Co No。  24-373)′ wh■ch
deta■■ed the nom■ nee′ s prOfess■ onal and educationa■
backgrouncl ■n h■ s curriculum v■ tae.

SCRL 24-60/CR 24-165/J&CO CoΠ un■ttee



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. イ44を
'

RE:  C.Ro No. 24-165/J&GO

SUBJECT: NOMINAT10N OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

SEPTEMBER ,4 2026

EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Presidential- Communication No. 24-373 accompanied C.R. No.
24-1,65 and included Mr. Bruce L. Turcott's curri-cuIum vitae.
Mr. Turcott is originally from washington state in the
United States. He earned a bachelor's of arts in
Anthropology from the University of Ha!,rai'i in 1974. He
then went on to get a master's degree in Education from the
University of l^Iashington in 1979. Mr. Turcott received his
juris doctorate from the University of Washj-ngton School of
Law in 1985.

Before artending law school, Mr. Turcott worked as a Law
Clerk for FSM Supreme Court Supreme court Justice Edward C.
King from 1982-1983. Upon graduation from law school, he
returned to Pohnpei to work as the Chief of the Law Division
for the FSM Attorney General from 1986-1988.

Besides one year working as }egal counsel for the CNMI
School System, Mr. Turcott's 1egaI career from 1988 to
present has been in Washington state. He spent 22 years at
rhe Washington Sta+-e Attorney General's Office from 2000-
2022, where he Ieft as a Senior Counsel. He spent four
years at the Social and Health Services Division, before
moving to the Licensing and Administration Division.

Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations has
reviewed C.R. No. 24-1,65 and P.C. No. 24-373 and finds that
IIr. Bruce L. Turcott has outstanding credentials, which
quaiify him for ihis appointment.

PUBLIC HEARING

on September L9, 2026, the Committee on Judiciary and
Governmelltal Opera+-ions held a public hearing on the
nomination of Mr. Bruce L. Turcott to serve as an Associate
Supreme Co.rrt Justice of the Supreme court of the Federated
States of Micronesia. wj-tnesses at the hearing included the
::ominee Bruce L, Turcott (appearing virtually); FSM Supreme
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO.

RE:  C.R. No. 24-165/J&GO

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

SEPTEMBEF' 2L, 2026

Court, Director of Court Administration Emelj-ana Musrasrik-
Carl; ESM Supreme Court, General- Counsel, Afexander Weber;
Department of Justice, Chief of Law, Josephine Joseph; and
Office of the President, Special Assistant Belan Yoma.

It should be noted that the Acting Chief Justice of the FSM
Supreme Court was listed as a witness and Director
Musrasrik-Carf confirmed that she received the hearing
notice but stilI chose not to attend the Congressj-onal
hearing. Director Musrasrik-Carl stated that the Acting
Chief Justice wi}l submit her comments in writing to the
Committee .

Chairman Choor opened the hearing by thanking the witness
and committee members for attending. He then asked the
nominee, Mr:. Turcot-- to give his opening remarks. Mr.
Turcott al-so thanked all the attendees for being present.
He then proceeded to give the Committee a summary of his
professional career, explaining his interest in the
Associate JLlstace position in the FSM Supreme Court.

Chairman Choor asked the witnesses to give opening remarks
and to testify on behalf or against the nominee. Special
Assistan+. +-o the President, Belan Yoma, testified that Mr.
Tur:cotr r.rouLd be ar excell-en-- addition to the FSM Supreme
Court, if confirmed. Director Musrasrik-Carl extended her
:especE to all in attendance and stated that the FSM Supreme
Cour-L supports the nomination of Mr. Turcott.

Chai::rnan Choor asked Mr. Turcott to share his legal
pniiosophy r{ith the Committee. Mr. Turcott explained in
oide:: maiiitain .r-ntegrity anci trust in the lega1 system,
people mus-- have a meaningful opportunity to be heard. He
went on to elaborate that when people feel that they are
;ea::d by *-le Cour-u, then they are more inclined to accept
--;le Cour--' s decision, even if j-t ' s not in their f avor. He
s--ared tha-. when il:erpreting statutes, he looks to the
piain ]a::guage of the statute and attempts to apply the
intent of the legislature. iie shared that he believes in
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ノな [タ

RE:  C.R. No. 24-165/J&GO

NOMINATION OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

SUBJECT:

thoroughly researching the 1aw before coming to
Finally, he mentioned that he has been a student
ll.icronesian culture and wiII continue to 1earn.

a decision.
of the

Senator Sigrah stated that his curriculum vitae evidences
rvork as a prosecutor for the Department of Justice and the
Attorney General a:ld inquired if he had any background in
Cefense. Mt. Torcott stated that he was on the civil side
of the Attorney General's office so he has experience
defending *uhe state in that respect. He stated that he has
not practiced criminal l-aw, so he does have experience as a
c;:iminal def ense a*-r-orney .

Senator Sigrah explained that the FSM has many indigent
par+-ies and asked iqr. Turcott what his position is on access
--o jusrice and due process rights. Mr. Turcott stated that
access to ;ustice is very important and he has done
extensive voLunteer work in that area. He stated that
;udges neeci to have patience and educate pro bono parties.

Senator Sigrah
Constitution:

read Art■ cle ll′  Sect■ on ll of the FSM

Cour= decisions shaLl- be consistent with this
Constitution, i,licronesian customs and traditions, and
the sociaT and geographicaf configuration of
|'Iicronesia. In rendering a decision, a court sha77
consufX and appTy sources of the Federated States of
]4ic::onesia.

She asked i't:. Torcott --o expiain his position on this
Articie and explain how he will comply with the mandate of
the Constitution.

Mr. Torcott stated that he wiff l-ook at the case 1aw, which
as he ro.-ec, has g:orvn consiCerably since he first helped
compi-e --he ve::y f rrst FSI"I Reporter. He also stated that he
r,.;ill consut: wi*-h ocher judges in the nation and throughout
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ′φ_夕多

RE:  C.R. No. 24-165/J&G0

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

the Pacific region as needed. He stated that he is a member
of the Pacific Judicial Councif.

Chairman Choor asked Mr. Turcott if he had any disciplinary
actions or bar complaints lodged against him. Mr. Turcott
stated tha*- +-here was a bar complain that he had to address
approximat.eiy 15 years ago after contentious litigation with
an aggrieved party. He stated the complaint was not found
to have merit and was dismissed. He has had no other
instances in his career.

Caairman Choor asked !1r. Turcott if confirmed if he would
iive in +-he FSM and if he had a preference for a particular
s+-ate. Mr:. Turcot-. explaineo that his wife is from Pohnpei
and he is iooklng forward to the opportunity to move back.
He stated that he is excited to be able to spend more time
rvith his Pohnpeian family and to be around the younger
generatio:l for an rndefinite time.

C;lairman Choor asked I1r. Turcott what
movj-ng to -,he FSM rf he is confirmed.
--ha-- he would f;ke to move to the FSM

-rr-L5 it di.

his timetable
Mr. Turcott

at the end of

l-n
stated

December

C:.ai:nian Choor pointed out thar. one of the issues that
cons--ituen--s of:en con+-act members of Congress about is the
backlog of cases and the delay in resolving them. He asked
:re norninee what steps he would recommend to address this
issue. Mr. Turcott noted that the FSM is not alone in
:av:ng a problel,r rri--h delays in cases. He stated that he
:ikes to wo:k efficrently ani nandfe matters efficiently.
-je l-r,<es *-o stay cur:rent in r,is work and not let things
-ange: fo. l-ong. Ile wouid flnd ways to help streamline the
hanCl:ng of cases.

Senaror Sig-rah noted that his curriculum vitae does not
ind:ca--e a;;.y wo::k on the AppeLlate leve} and asked if had
any experaence in t.aat area. Mr. Turcott stated that he did
r js-- as much wo::k in the appeflate courts as he did in trial
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ―グ多

RE:  C.R. No. 24-165/J&G0

SUBJECT: NOMINAT10N OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCiATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.
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court. He info:med your Cornnittee that the appellate cases
consist of draf'Ling and filing of a brief, a reply, and oral
arguments. He explained that the preparation for an appeal
was stressful as he was required to go through many moot
sessions with his co-workers, but ultimately, he learned to
enjoy the presentation process. He mentioned that besides
appea::ing in fron*- of state appellate courts, he also had
one successful arguinent j-n front of the U.s. Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeais.

Chairman Croor: asked why should the FSM have confidence in
i-1m 1-o understand and administer justice in today's ESM and
lo! to just appiy U.S. standards. Mr. Turcott stated that
;re has experience in Micronesia and comes back often. He
believes he'd be an asset to the region as he plans to help
deve:op Micronesiarr judges ai:d lawyers. He wants to engage
w:-th -.he younger generation and encourage the study of Iaw.
.r,e slated rhat he nopes -!o develop a network of Micronesian
iawyers ab-road and encourage them to return to practice in
:he fSM.

CONCLUS10N

Uiron levielv of :he nominee, his qualifications, and the
':estinony at the public hearing, your committee is satisfied
that the nominee is fit for service as an Associ-ate Justice
of +-he Surrreme Court of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Trere:ore, your Corn:nit+-ee on Judiciary and Governmental
operations i:ecomme;ds Mr. Bruce L. Turcott be confirmed to
ser:ve as ail Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of
-''ede:.irec S--ates o: Micronesla. Your Committee on Judiciary
and Governmental Operations is in accord !,rith the intent and
p:.pose o: c.R. No. 2a*165 and recommends its adoption.
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STANDINC COMMITTEE REPORT NO.

RE:  C.Ro No。 24-165/J&G0

NOMINAT■ON OF MR. BRUCE L. TURCOTT TO SERVE AS THE
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.

SEPTEMRER Z2-., 2026

Respectfully submitted,

■rlnan
′
ュce c hairman

Julio M. Marar, member bson U. Romo low, member

Yoslyn G. Sigrah, member P r ua S er

Es B. Moses, member

クたィ多

SUBJECT:
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