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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT NO. ′/-6
RE:  C.Ro No. 24-171/ED

SUBJECT:  APPROVING AND ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF
Sl′ 616′ 471 FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPA:RTMENT OF
EDUCAT■ ON′  OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM′  TO
FUND THE FSM SPECIAL EDUCAT■ ON PROGRAM AND
SERVICES′  INCLUDING ALL THE TERMS AND CONDIT10NS
OF THE ASSISTANCE.

SEPTEMBER_`:∠
=′
 2026

The Honorabl-e Esmond B. Moses
Speaker, Twenty-Fourth Congress
Federated States of Micronesia
Fifth Regular Session, 2026

Dear Speaker:

Your Committee on Education,
Congressional Resolution No.

to wh■ ch was referred
24-171′  entitled:

′′A RESOLUT10N APPROVING AND ACCEPTING A GRANT
ASSISTANCE IN THE Fu40UNT OF Sl′ 616′ 471 FROM THE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCAT10N′  OFFICE OF
SPECIA■` EDUCAT■ ON PROGRAM FOR FISCAI」 YEAR 2026
UNDER PART B OF THE INDIVIDUAI」 WITH DISABILITIES
ACT (lDEA)′  TO THE FSM SPECIAL EDUCAT■ ON PROGRAM
AND SERVCIES′  INCLUDING ALL THE TERMS AND
CONDIT■ ONS OF THE ASSISTANCE.′ ′′

begs leave f,o report as follows:

The ■ntent
the t■ tle.

and purpose of this resolution are expressed in

SCRL 24-61/CR 24-171/EDuCATIOli COMMITTEE
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SUBJECT: APPROVING AND ACCEPTING A GRANT IN THE Zヨ 40UNT OF
Sl′ 616′ 471 FROM THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCAT■ ON′  OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCAT10N PROGRA:M′  TO
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Your Committee held an hearing on C.R. 24-L71, on September
17, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the Congress hearing room. In
attendance at the hearing were representatives from the
Department of Education, Department of Justice, and
Department of Finance & Administration.

The FSM Special Education Program operations and services
p:oviCeC to studen':s wrth disabil-ities is funded by U.S.
DeparEment of Education annual grants under the Individual
vrith Disabirj-ties Education Act (IDEA). C.R. 24-777 is the
first part of U.S. Department Education funding that is
annuaiiy g.!:anted to the FSM Special Education Program for
*-he flscal year. According ro the U.S. Department of
ECuca--ion granr arva;:d notice, the $1,676,47I award provides
funding for the Juiy 1,2026, to September 30, 2027, budget
period. A second grant award should be forthcoming in
october 2026.

Representatives from the Department of Education provided a
comp::ehensive suinma.y of the history of the annual grant
ar.rards under IDEA, aiong with a description of the services
ploviCed :h:.oughout the FSM for students with disabilities.

Yo.rr Comniti-ee no--es rhat, s.-arting in FY 2025 , the annual
*-otai grani: award p-rovided under IDEA is $4.6 million; prior
:o lY 202t --he --ota-r grant award lias 93.8 mil1ion. The
approximareLy 202 .increase is to support early intervention
services for infants and toddlers with developmental
dasabilities from b:-r--h to age threei with the increased
qra;.t anount, serv-ces are irow provided for children from
bir:h i:o age 21. Services a::e provided at the state leveI ,,n'ith suppor'- from the national government. Grant funds are
drstr:abuted to *-he States based on a formula that takes into
acceun-- --he s--ucien; populatic,n in each state and the number
oi s:uden+-s rri'Lh d-sabilities; the formula has been in place
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for over 10 yeaz:s, and was agreed to by a1I State Divisions
of Special Education.

According 'uo the written impact statement provided by the
Department of Education to your Committee, 1,576 students
needing special education anci related services, such as
speech therapy, phys:-ca1 therapy, sign language,
transportation and mobility, and occupational therapy,
receive special educacion and refated services every year.
Aii services and. personnel providing the services are paid
r:on :he I)EA gran: funds. According to Department
Les'Linony, --re neec-r f or programs and quality services
exceed.s -,he available funding, and the Department has looked
:o:: acicii*-iooai supporr from the United Nations, World Bank,
and Aus-"ralia gove:nmen+-, focusing on assistive technology.

Yo:j: Comm:t'cee inq:ired into whether there is over]ap or
r--co;llaancy il +-he grants received by the Department of
HeaL:h f o:: *-he s ar.re or similar purpose. The Department
rndicated +-hat the;e is an ongoing j-nteragency collaboration
\,/ith rhe Departmenr of Health, and tha! is an issue being
erci::essed as they ieek to streamline services.

Iour Commit:ee als.-) inquj-red as to ho\^/ students are
:-ien.-lf ied as in need of special services. The Department
::o--ed *-ha*- :he evarua*-ion and assessment of students is done
._,^.-*

con'munity
':o bring
':i,ere a s

ｌ

ｒ

ｄ

ｔ

ｌ
‘　
０

ｅ
　
ｕ

〓
一　
、し

ｔ
　
Ｏ

・ｎ

■

ａ
　
　
　
Ｃ
　

こ^

evef. Each sra--e follorvs a process including
each and public hearings encouraging parents
ren rn for avaiiable testing and screening.
coli-ooration ulth the Department of Health to

conirrn Cragnoses. Despite best efforrs, the Department
--oteC tha: ;her'e are cerrainiy children who have not been
c:oug:it in for sc;:eening, and adults over 21 who were never
-:es':ec' bu-- couf o hrve benef i*-+-ed f rom available services.
l-re screeai.,E is a :wo-pro;lg approach: first, does the child
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have a disability; and second, does the disability adversely
affects the chlfd's learning ability.

Fina11y, the Department explained the some of the current
challenges in providing special education services. It
rernains dlfficult to find qual-if ied and trained personnel to
p::ovide appropr:.ate and quality services. The salary for
expats coming to the FSM is an j-ssue; the Department is
foc;s:ng efforts on ne-,working with cuam and LA Children's
.-.osp:taI to provj-de ongoing +-eaching and support for persons
o; isiand. Autism di-agnoses also continue to increase, and
cirifdren with aui:iim need con!inuing and consistent support,
r.ot. jus-- at school i)u! at home and in tne conununity. An
effo.j:*- is ceing made to connect with parents and community
-Leaders to hel-p wr-.h providing training and ski11s in order
--o p:rovice services in the home and community.

riヽlENDlヽlENTS
Coruni! ree recoinmends the f o1lo\,Jing amendments:
Title, .r-ine 3 , deiete " f or Fiscal year 2026"
Line 4, deiece "2027" and insert "2026 in lieu thereof

CONCLUSIO↑ :

Your Commi-.tee .ras carefully reviewed Congressional
Resoi:*-ion IIo. 2-l--71 and the overview compiled by the
Departmenr- of Education and v,,itness testimony. Your
Co:nir:,--ee on Educa+-ion is in accord with the intent and
purpose of C.R. No. 24-171, and recommends that c.R. 24-171
be place: on ;he :'esoLu*-ion cafendar for adoption in the
:erir, ;:+-ached hc.e'-o as C.R. No. 24-171, C.D.1.
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Respectfully submitted,

/ヽ、、
Merlynn Abe11o-e1?o[-rs-, chairwoman Andreh, R. Yatilman, vice chairman

ng′ member Yoslyn G. Sigrah, member

Esmond B- Mose member Iio M. llarar, r
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